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Harlem community battles developers, 
privatization of schools and housing 


by Steven Strauss 

In his 1951 poem Harlem, Langston Hughes asks: 
"What happens to a dream deferred?" 

More than half a century later, with hedge fund 
honchos and real estate moguls calling the shots, 
the pursuit of profit is turning Harlem's unfinished 
dream of Black liberation into a struggle by residents 
to block transformation of the neighborhood into a 
luxury playground for the select few. Quality public 
housing and public schools — pressing needs for 
Harlem residents — are a key part of the fight. 

Rezoning for gentrification. During the 2008 
recession, billionaire New York mayor Michael 
Bloomberg proposed a major rezoning of Harlem. 
The Feb. 21, 2008, The New York Times reported 
that Harlem's iconic 125th Street would be "trans- 
formed from a low-rise boulevard with businesses 
like hair salons ... into a regional business hub 
with office towers as 
high as 29 stories." 

The plan "might lead 
to the razing of some of 
the street's century-old 
buildings." 

One local activist 
described this as "Har- 
lem's death warrant." 

Community Board 10, 
representing Central 


for urgently needed capital improvements. The New 
York Times reports, "Vital repairs are going uncom- 
pleted. And essential renovations are being put off 
indefinitely." Judith Goldiner of the Legal Aid Society 
commented: "If we don't do something about these 
developments, we're going to lose them." 

Next is the recent police "anti-crime" campaign 
against selected NYCHA projects. In June 2014, for 
example, a military-style assault was staged on two 
Harlem housing projects. In "Operation Crewcut," 
body-armored police arrested 40 youths on charges 
that could bring them 15 years to 
life in prison. 
Instead of im- 
proving edu- 
cation, job op- 
portunities, or 
otherwise pro- 
ductively coun- 
tering youth 
crime, the po- 
lice handed the 
city a neat little 
weapon — drug- 
related charges 
.are grounds for 
eviction of whole 
families from 
public housing. 

Charter school 


Seattle tenants 
mobilize against 
massive rent hikes 

Seattle Housing Authority (SHA) is pushing a 
proposal called "Stepping Forward" that could kick 
many low-income tenants out of their homes. The 
plan would raise rent for households with at least 
one "work-able" adult: anyone between 24-61 who 
does not have a disability that prevents them from 
holding a job. Residents, whose rent is typically set at 
the federal standard of 30 percent of income, would 
see rent hikes of up to 400 percent over 5 years. SHA 
says it will provide resources to help tenants find 
good paying jobs or start a business. But the rent 
goes up regardless. Tenants are saying no! 

Stepping Forward will disproportionately im- 
pact single mothers, immigrants and people of 
color. Seattle moms already face many roadblocks 
including some of the nation's most expensive 
childcare and one of the largest gender wage gaps. 

But tenants of all backgrounds are aligning 
with community activists to fight back. East African 
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honchos and real estate moguls calling the shots, 
the pursuit of profit is turning Harlem's unfinished 
dream of Black liberation into a struggle by residents 
to block transformation of the neighborhood into a 
luxury playground for the select few. Quality public 
housing and public schools — pressing needs for 
Harlem residents — are a key part of the fight. 

Rezoning for gentrification. During the 2008 
recession, billionaire New York mayor Michael 
Bloomberg proposed a major rezoning of Harlem. 
The Feb. 21, 2008, The New York Times reported 
that Harlem's iconic 125th Street would be "trans- 
formed from a low-rise boulevard with businesses 
like hair salons ... into a regional business hub 
with office towers as 
high as 29 stories." 

The plan "might lead 
to the razing of some of 
the street's century-old 
buildings." 

One local activist 
described this as "Har- 
lem's death warrant." 

Community Board 10, 
representing Central 
Harlem, voted against 
the plan. But the New 
York City council rub- 
ber-stamped it, dis- 
regarding protests so 
strong that the council 
brought in police. 

As usual, the pro- 
posal promised to 
create thousands of 
jobs. But Harlem's 
unemployment rate 
has stuck at around 1 7 
percent. Residents' av- 
erage income remains 
a third of what the rest 
of the city makes. 

Meanwhile, luxury 
apartments, condo- 
miniums, and swanky 
office buildings rise 
from the earth, chang- 
ing the face and char- 
acter of the historic district. 

Profit drive vs. public housing. While Harlem 
becomes increasingly unaffordable, access to public 
housing is ever more difficult. It has the highest con- 
centration of public housing in the country. 

Harlem is under a double-barreled attack to replace 
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life in prison. 
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invasion. These 
schools are publicly 
funded but privately 
managed. CEO's often 
make huge salaries. 

The main charter 
developments have 
been in urban com- 
munities of color. New 
Orleans schools have 
been converted almost 
entirely to charters 
since Hurricane Ka- 
tjtrina. Washington, 
*D.C., is about 50 per- 
cent charters. Harlem 
° sends 25 percent of 
its children to charter 
schools, with half the 
schools in Central Har- 
lem now charters. 

This expansion of 
private control over 
public funds has been made possible with vigorous 
backing from Democrat politicians. Obama has com- 
mitted tens of millions of federal dollars to charter 
programs. He even proclaimed the first week of 
May in 2013 and 2014 "National Charter Schools 
Week." Describing them as "an important partner" 
in "communities with few high-quality educational 




ft i 


I 




mobilize against 
massive rent hikes 

Seattle Housing Authority (SHA) is pushing a 
proposal called "Stepping Forward" that could kick 
many low-income tenants out of their homes. The 
plan would raise rent for households with at least 
one "work-able" adult: anyone between 24-61 who 
does not have a disability that prevents them from 
holding a job. Residents, whose rent is typically set at 
the federal standard of 30 percent of income, would 
see rent hikes of up to 400 percent over 5 years. SHA 
says it will provide resources to help tenants find 
good paying jobs or start a business. But the rent 
goes up regardless. Tenants are saying no! 

Stepping Forward will disproportionately im- 
pact single mothers, immigrants and people of 
color. Seattle moms already face many roadblocks 
including some of the nation's most expensive 
childcare and one of the largest gender wage gaps. 

But tenants of all backgrounds are aligning 
with community activists to fight back. East African 
women are especially vocal leaders, raising the 
hiring discrimination against immigrants, and lack 
of living wage jobs. The movement is pressuring SHA 



On Sept. 18, 2014, tenants and activists protest 
rent hikes for low-income Seattle residents. 


commissioners to dump the plan and demanding 
that city officials stand up for low-income residents. 
Some SHA workers oppose the plan and are turning 
to their union for help. 

At a capacity-crowd forum sponsored by Radical 
Women and Freedom Socialist Party, speakers 
described the plan's devastating effects. Tenants 
denounced SHA's patronizing attitudes and 
questioned how the agency spends its money. 

The federal "Move to Work" authority allows 
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York City council rub- 
ber-stamped it, dis- 
regarding protests so 
strong that the council 
brought in police. 

As usual, the pro- 
posal promised to 
create thousands of 
jobs. But Harlem's 
unemployment rate 
has stuck at around 1 7 
percent. Residents' av- 
erage income remains 
a third of what the rest 
of the city makes. 

Meanwhile, luxury 
apartments, condo- 
miniums, and swanky 
office buildings rise 
from the earth, chang- 
ing the face and char- 
acter of the historic district. 

Profit drive vs. public housing. While Harlem 
becomes increasingly unaffordable, access to public 
housing is ever more difficult. It has the highest con- 
centration of public housing in the country. 

Harlem is under a double-barreled attack to replace 
public housing with "market-rate," i.e. privately- 
owned, for-profit housing units. 

First there's budget slashing from Washington. The 
Obama administration has cut Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), which finances the projects, 
by hundreds of millions of dollars — $100 million 
in 2011 alone. The New York City Housing Author- 
ity (NYCHA) currently faces an $18 billion shortfall 


funded but privately 
managed. CEO's often 
make huge salaries. 

The main charter 
developments have 
been in urban com- 
munities of color. New 
Orleans schools have 
been converted almost 
entirely to charters 
since Hurricane Ka- 
|trina. Washington, 
|D.C., is about 50 per- 
-cent charters. Harlem 
sends 25 percent of 
its children to charter 
schools, with half the 
schools in Central Har- 
lem now charters. 

This expansion of 
private control over 
public funds has been made possible with vigorous 
backing from Democrat politicians. Obama has com- 
mitted tens of millions of federal dollars to charter 
programs. He even proclaimed the first week of 
May in 2013 and 2014 "National Charter Schools 
Week." Describing them as "an important partner" 
in "communities with few high-quality educational 
options," he didn't address the obvious economic 
racism that forces such limited options. Nor did he 
admit that charters are actually increasing race and 
income segregation. 

Democratic governor Andrew Cuomo championed 
charters at an Albany rally early in 2014 called by 
charter mogul Eva Moskowitz. She was outraged that 
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of living wage jobs. The movement is pressuring SHA 



On Sept. 1 8, 201 4, tenants and activists protest 
rent hikes for iow-income Seattle residents. 


commissioners to dump the plan and demanding 
that city officials stand up for low-income residents. 
Some SHA workers oppose the plan and are turning 
to their union for help. 

At a capacity-crowd forum sponsored by Radical 
Women and Freedom Socialist Party, speakers 
described the plan's devastating effects. Tenants 
denounced SHA's patronizing attitudes and 
questioned how the agency spends its money. 

The federal "Move to Work" authority allows 
SHA to turn from housing the poorest to overseeing 
a privatizing sell-off of public land to developers. 
Stopping Stepping Forward is crucial for preserving 
public and subsidized housing in the region and 
nationally. □ 

— Gina Petty 



Above: Promise Academy Charter School, the light-colored 
building in center, was built on park land taken from the 
surrounding St. Nicholas public housing development. Top: 
FSP at a public housing rally in downtown New York City. 
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Rasmea Odeh conviction 
part of US "war on dissent" 


by Robin Strauss 

The U.S. government has waged a "War 
on Terror" since 9/11. Actually it's a war on 
dissent — one that includes systematically 
trying to silence, intimidate and criminalize 
those who speak out for Palestinian rights. 
The latest target is Rasmea Odeh, a 67-year- 
old Palestinian-American and award-winning 
activist for women's rights. In November she 
was convicted on a phony charge and faces a 
possible sentence of 10 years in prison, loss of 
citizenship and deportation. 

Meet Rasmea Odeh. Born in Lifta, Palestine, 
Odeh was a member of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
in the '60s. Commenting 
on her work, Odeh said, "In 
Palestine, we helped women 
face a difficult political situ- 
ation. We taught them how 
to deal [with challenges], 
how to live." 

Arrested in 1969 by the 
Israeli military, Odeh was 
beaten, tortured for 45 days, 
raped with sticks, and denied 
food and sleep, forced to 
watch her father tortured. 

Under these conditions, she 
"confessed" to the charge 
of bombing a supermarket. 

After a decade in prison, she 
was released in a prisoner 
exchange and eventually 
emigrated to the U.S. 

In Chicago, Odeh became 


and an attempt to repress all dissidents. Odeh's 
supporters have vigorously mobilized for her 
release — by organizing rallies, picket lines, 
educational, phone calls and petitions. 

Odeh's case proves a pattern of harassment. 
It grew out of a 2010 FBI investigation of 23 
Palestinian, leftist and anti-war activists in the 
Midwest (including one of Odeh's coworkers) 
that violated First Amendment rights. No 
charges could be filed, so the FBI is determined 
to get Odeh. 

On Nov. 10, 2014, Odeh was handed a 
guilty verdict of Unlawful Procurement of 
Naturalization, and immediately jailed! She 
told reporters, "It was a racist verdict." Her 
sentencing is scheduled for March 2015. 

The struggle is far from 
over. Odeh will undoubtedly 
file an appeal. As of this writ- 
ing, her defense committee is 
mobilizing to win her release 
on bond, urging letters to the 
judge and protests at federal 
buildings. 

What's at stake? In fear 
of rising domestic and world- 
wide opposition to Israel's 
genocidal policies against 
Palestinians, the U.S. govern- 
-S ment views Odeh's struggle 
I as a threat. Her work helps 
< expose Zionist crimes against 
^Palestinians, especially Pal- 
estinian women, as well as 
U.S. collusion with those 
crimes. As the political and 
financial lifeline to the crimi- 



Rasmea Odeh on Nov. 10 r moments 
before entering the courthouse. 


Right-wing flurry 
over tech job opening 

by Doug Barnes 


Safi n October the Freedom Socialist Party advertised to hire 
III someone to post articles to our website, maintain the site, 
■Ml and design an occasional leaflet. The web content manager 
job was listed with pay starting at $13 per hour, a rate negotiable 
based on skills. The post attracted a lot of attention, especially 
from people not looking for work. 

The loudest clamor came from right-wingers haranguing FSP 
for offering $13 an hour, when in recent FSP electoral campaigns 
and the Seattle drive to win a $15 per hour minimum wage, the 
party had called for $20."Hypocrites!" they called us, from one 

end of the Internet to the other. We 
even made the local TV news which 
normally ignores us. 

So was this uproar really about 
wages? Hardly. It was a flailing, al- 
most hysterical, attempt to discredit 
a national struggle to raise wages and socialists who support it. 


FSP answers 
the critics 


— tsk o these right-wing loudmouths think that since 

FSP calls for an end to wage exploitation, our members 
•i* should all quit their jobs? Not so far, but that's where 
their ludicrous logic is taking them. 

Seattle's current hourly minimum is $9.32. As a primarily 
volunteer, grassroots organization, FSP is not immune to the 
crises of capitalism or the steadily declining purchasing power 
of our members and low-paid donors. A socialist party depends 
on the commitment of its working class base to exist. We don't 
want strings-attached grants from billionaire-funded founda- 
tions or government (not that they'd give them to us!) and we 
don't qualify for donor tax breaks. The reality is that FSP mem- 
bers who are organizers and staff are either volunteers or take a 
stipend that is less than the advertised tech job pay scale. They 
didn't become revolutionaries to make a fancy salary. Hard as it 
is for right-wingers to grasp, our membership takes pride in be- 
ing part of a worldwide movement for workers power and joy in 
collaborating with like-minded people. Most people hate their 
jobs. We love ours. 

Some asked why we can't start the pay scale at $15. We could 
if we didn't offer great benefits including medical and dental as- 
sistance. sick leave and vacation nay. and extra paid holidays. 


possible sentence of 10 years in prison, loss of 
citizenship and deportation. 

Meet Rasmea Odeh. Bom in Lifta, Palestine, 
Odeh was a member of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
in the '60s. Commenting 
on her work, Odeh said, "In 
Palestine, we helped women 
face a difficult political situ- 
ation. We taught them how 
to deal [with challenges], 
how to live." 

Arrested in 1969 by the 
Israeli military, Odeh was 
beaten, tortured for 45 days, 
raped with sticks, and denied 
food and sleep, forced to 
watch her father tortured. 

Under these conditions, she 
"confessed" to the charge 
of bombing a supermarket. 

After a decade in prison, she 
was released in a prisoner 
exchange and eventually 
emigrated to the U.S. 

In Chicago, Odeh became 
the associate director of the Arab American Ac- 
tion Network and founded the Arab Women's 
Committee. She is proud of helping develop 
Arab women's leadership and "empowering 
immigrant women to know their civil and hu- 
man rights. Social work and political work are 
connected, " she says, "... we have to confront all 
the problems of inequality in this society." 

Discrediting dissent. Odeh is now being 
targeted by the U.S. government under the 
Obama administration. In October 2013 she 
was charged with falsifying immigration forms 
by omitting her jailing in Israel. The judge in 
her trial wouldn't allow her torture history 
into the courtroom, but welcomed whatever 
the Israeli government had to say. 

The prosecutor painted Odeh's defense com- 
mittee and the outpouring of support for her 
as "almost certainly criminal" and "hordes" 
engaged in "jury tampering." What it really 
comes down to is a racist attack on civil liberties 



Rasmea Odeh on Nov. 10, moments 
before entering the courthouse. 


On Nov. 1U, ZU14, uuen was nanueu a 
guilty verdict of Unlawful Procurement of 
Naturalization, and immediately jailed! She 
told reporters, "It was a racist verdict." Her 
sentencing is scheduled for March 2015. 

The struggle is far from 

over. Odeh will undoubtedly 
file an appeal. As of this writ- 
ing, her defense committee is 
mobilizing to win her release 
on bond, urging letters to the 
judge and protests at federal 
buildings. 

What's at stake? In fear 
of rising domestic and world- 
wide opposition to Israel's 
genocidal policies against 
Palestinians, the U.S. govern- 
-S ment views Odeh's struggle 
| as a threat. Her work helps 
I expose Zionist crimes against 
? Palestinians, especially Pal- 
estinian women, as well as 
U.S. collusion with those 
crimes. As the political and 
financial lifeline to the crimi- 
nal Zionist regime, the U.S. is bound to apply 
cruel Israeli policies against Palestinians in 
this country. 

The lived experiences of Rasmea Odeh also 
draws attention to crucial struggles we all face 
today — sexual assault as political weaponry; 
the impact of war and militarization; increased 
criminalization of women of color; abuse of 
immigrants; anti-Arab and Muslim bigotry; 
police-state measures to quell opposition to 
U.S. domestic and foreign policies. 

Odeh's future is on the line. So is the politi- 
cal right of every U.S. resident to protest and 
organize. A victory for the government would 
endanger Odeh's very life and be a terrible blow 
to all progressive forces in the USA. To help, 
contact Committee to Stop FBI Repression at 
stopfbi.net. □ 

Robin Strauss is a social worker and ac- 
tivist in New York City. Send feedback to 
rsl4peace@optonline.net. 
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wages? Hardly. It was a flailing, al- 
most hysterical, attempt to discredit 
a national struggle to raise wages and socialists who support it. 
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Seattle's current hourly minimum is $9.32. As a primarily 
volunteer, grassroots organization, FSP is not immune to the 
crises of capitalism or the steadily declining purchasing power 
of our members and low-paid donors. A socialist party depends 
on the commitment of its working class base to exist. We don't 
want strings-attached grants from billionaire-funded founda- 
tions or government (not that they'd give them to us!) and we 
don't qualify for donor tax breaks. The reality is that FSP mem- 
bers who are organizers and staff are either volunteers or take a 
stipend that is less than the advertised tech job pay scale. They 
didn't become revolutionaries to make a fancy salary. Hard as it 
is for right-wingers to grasp, our membership takes pride in be- 
ing part of a worldwide movement for workers power and joy in 
collaborating with like-minded people. Most people hate their 
jobs. We love ours. 

Some asked why we can't start the pay scale at $15. We could 
if we didn't offer great benefits including medical and dental as- 
sistance, sick leave and vacation pay, and extra paid holidays. 

If Seattle had won immediate enactment of across-the-board 
wage increases for many of our supporters, it would have boost- 
ed our fundraising capacity to help pay $15 per hour. But un- 
fortunately Seattle's minimum-wage hike will be implemented 
in stages. The city wage rate will rise to $11 an hour on April 1, 
2015 with additional raises in subsequent years. For employers 
of 50 or fewer workers, the $15 pay scale won't be reached until 
2019, or 2021 for those who also work for tips. A very long wait 
for desperate workers. 


T he CBS website Moneywatch and the Huffington Post 
ran articles that at least allowed us to explain our side of 
the story. Seattle shock jock Dori Monson at KIRO radio 
claimed FSP hates small businesses. In fact, Seattle FSP pushed 
for measures to help small business meet higher wages such as 
reducing business and occupational taxes while requiring big 
business to pay a head tax per employee. Monson believes that 
an individual worker is on an even playing field with any em- 
ployer in negotiating wages, even the biggest corporation. Or 
at least that's what he said while interviewing an FSP member 
about the uproar. Just more proof of why radical solutions to 
workers' problems are needed and $15 an hour minimum wage 
is just the beginning. 

So rest assured, FSP will continue to organize to overthrow 
this destructive and dying system, and replace the media hacks 
that love it. □ 

Doug Barnes is National Secretary of the Freedom Socialist 
Party. Send feedback to fspnatl@igc.org. 
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Committee. She is proud of helping develop 
Arab women's leadership and "empowering 
immigrant women to know their civil and hu- 
man rights. Social work and political work are 
connected, " she says, ". . . we have to confront all 
the problems of inequality in this society." 

Discrediting dissent. Odeh is now being 
targeted by the U.S. government under the 
Obama administration. In October 2013 she 
was charged with falsifying immigration forms 
by omitting her jailing in Israel. The judge in 
her trial wouldn't allow her torture history 
into the courtroom, but welcomed whatever 
the Israeli government had to say. 

The prosecutor painted Odeh's defense com- 
mittee and the outpouring of support for her 
as "almost certainly criminal" and "hordes" 
engaged in "jury tampering." What it really 
comes down to is a racist attack on civil liberties 
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this country. 

The lived experiences of Rasmea Odeh also 
draws attention to crucial struggles we all face 
today — sexual assault as political weaponry; 
the impact of war and militarization; increased 
criminalization of women of color; abuse of 
immigrants; anti-Arab and Muslim bigotry; 
police-state measures to quell opposition to 
U.S. domestic and foreign policies. 

Odeh's future is on the line. So is the politi- 
cal right of every U.S. resident to protest and 
organize. A victory for the government would 
endanger Odeh's very life and be a terrible blow 
to all progressive forces in the USA. To help, 
contact Committee to Stop FBI Repression at 
stopfbi.net. □ 

Robin Strauss is a social worker and ac- 
tivist in New York City. Send feedback to 
rsl4peace@optonline.net. 
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South African unionists break with ANC 


by Toni Mendicino 

After 20 years of squandered post-apartheid rule by 
the African National Congress (ANC), South African 
unionists are making historic decisions toward their 
liberation. On October 27, 2014 the National Union 
of Metalworkers of South Africa (the country's larg- 
est union, representing auto, steel, and electronics 
workers), announced its split from the pro-business 
ANC. With this break NUMSA is launching a united 
front coalition on Dec. 13-16, 

2014, and after further study and 
debate, also plans to form a new 
party with a socialist program. 

This continuation of the 
unfinished anti-apartheid move- 
ment reflects the needs of mil- 
lions of still-impoverished South 
Africans, who organized more 
strikes and grassroots protests in 
the last 10 years than anywhere 
in the world, including the ex- 
plosive strike for higher pay of 
one million teachers and public 
hospital workers in 2010. 

If current hopes and plans can 
go beyond populist rhetoric for 
nationalizing industry to include 
worker and community control 
of resources and no capitulation 
to capitalism, genuine equality 
could unfold. With the right 
leadership, it could spread far 
beyond South Africa, 

ANC betrayals. Shop stew- 
ards from NUMSA and leftists 
from around the globe met in 
Johannesburg in August 2014. 

Their agenda was to discuss 1) 
organizing a worker-led united front to connect labor 
with activists fighting for services, water, housing and 
electricity; and 2) building a new left political party to 
oppose the ANC in the 2016 elections. Three young 
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The ANC embraced neoliberal policies, deregulation, 
and IMF "market solutions" favoring multinational cor- 
porations and bankers at the expense of the 80 percent 
Black majority. Party leaders flaunted cronyism and 
sexist mores while grossly enriching themselves. Black 
industrialists joined white capitalists and outsourced 
jobs, resulting in 45 percent unemployment. Over 
20 million people live in poverty without adequate 
food, healthcare or education. Women and children 
in shantytowns suffer the greatest. 


Increasingly, the government relies on state repres- 
sion as vicious as the apartheid regime. The ANC col- 
luded in a horrifying massacre of 34 striking AMCU 
platinum workers at the Marikana mines in 2012. It 


demand that COSATU also break with the ANC comes 
from this backdrop of pressure from below. 

The union is pursuing radical resolutions from its 
December 2013 Special National Congress. Embryonic 
united fronts are being formed in different parts of 
the country. NUMSA National Treasurer Mphumzi 
Maqungo spoke in Oakland during a 2014 California 
May Day tour which FSP endorsed. He emphasized 
drawing lessons on how to prevent class collaboration 
and deal with imperialist agendas before launching a 
new workers party. The union has 
embarked on a serious, ongoing 
study of mass labor and Marxist 
parties and politics. 

NUMSA's historic proposal, 
however, could be derailed. The 
organization calls for reinstall- 
ing the Freedom Charter, which 
vaguely favors giving South 
Africa's resources to the people, 
but does not oppose capitalism. 
NUMSA also declined to support 
socialists in the May elections, 
which could indicate that its 
leaders are reluctant to go beyond 
a separation from ANC. 

Two other groups have left 
ANC — the Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF) and the Workers 
and Socialist Party (WASP). EFF 
was founded in 2013 by ex- 
| members of ANC's Youth League, 
d including former head Julius 
t> Malema. EFF has a left-populist 
I program, but it too leaves the 
^profit system intact. EFF won 
an impressive 30 parliamentary 
seats in May, and now faces the 
dead-end of administering a capi- 
talist government with ANC. 

WASP is clearly socialist. Affiliated with Socialist 
Alternative, it was founded in 2012 out of a Marxist 
tendency working within the ANC. Their program 
includes the needs of specially oppressed groups and 



More than 200,000 members of the National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA) went 
out on strike in July 2014 and won a wage increase from employers like General Motors. 




More than 200,000 members of the National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA) went 
out on strike in July 2014 and won a wage increase from employers like General Motors. 


mem reriecrs me neeas or mil- 
lions of still-impoverished South 
Africans, who organized more 
strikes and grassroots protests in 
the last 10 years than anywhere 
in the world, including the ex- 
plosive strike for higher pay of 
one million teachers and public 
hospital workers in 2010. 

If current hopes and plans can 
go beyond populist rhetoric for 
nationalizing industry to include 
worker and community control 
of resources and no capitulation 
to capitalism, genuine equality 
could unfold. With the right 
leadership, it could spread far 
beyond South Africa. 

ANC betrayals. Shop stew- 
ards from NUMSA and leftists 
from around the globe met in 
Johannesburg in August 2014. 

Their agenda was to discuss 1) 
organizing a worker-led united front to connect labor 
with activists fighting for services, water, housing and 
electricity; and 2) building a new left political party to 
oppose the ANC in the 2016 elections. Three young 
NUMSA shop stewards organizing for the August 
meeting were shot down by forces clearly threatened 
by NUMSA's ideas. 

Much is at stake for the discredited ANC, which 
controls South Africa in a Tripartite Alliance with 
the South African Communist Party (SACP) and the 
Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU), 
South Africa's largest labor federation. The ANC took 
power in 1994 with Nelson Mandela as the first presi- 
dent. The Stalinist CP provided left veneer for ANC's 
bourgeois nationalist program. The Central Executive 
Committee of COSATU, dominated by a right-wing 
clique, just expelled NUMSA from the federation with 
no vote of the membership. 

ANC promised to take over the racist apartheid 
economy and fulfill the 1955 Freedom Charter. The 
charter included land reforms and democratic rights 
for Blacks, expanded to include women and gays, but 
still keeping intact the capitalist economy and private 
property. South Africa's working class has been dealing 
with the consequences ever since. 


Increasingly, the government relies on state repres- 
sion as vicious as the apartheid regime. The ANC col- 
luded in a horrifying massacre of 34 striking AMCU 
platinum workers at the Marikana mines in 2012. It 
stokes anti-immigrant bigotry, enacted anti-woman 
tribal policies and laws undermining youth wages, 
while condoning police brutality, homophobia and 
rape. Though winning the May 2014 elections, the 
ANC's share was 35 percent — a record low. Up to 90 
percent in some townships favor forming a new party 
to fight for the poor. 

Building from the bottom up. In the wake of 
treachery by the ANC, resistance by workers, youth 
and the poor has exploded. Battles for living wages 
and jobs are spreading. New forces are emerging. An 
independent women-led farm workers' union, Sikhula 
Sonke, epitomizes the resiliency of and challenges 
facing Black women workers. 

The massacre of strikers in Marikana was followed 
by a record-breaking year of strikes — over half wildcat 
actions. In 2014 alone, a five-month strike by AMCU 
platinum miners and a month-long strike by 200,000 
NUMSA workers won minimum wage concessions. 
NUMSA's bold call for a new workers' party and its 


organization calls lor reinstall- 
ing the Freedom Charter, which 
vaguely favors giving South 
Africa's resources to the people, 
but does not oppose capitalism. 
NUMSA also declined to support 
socialists in the May elections, 
which could indicate that its 
leaders are reluctant to go beyond 
a separation from ANC. 

Two other groups have left 
ANC — the Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF) and the Workers 
and Socialist Party (WASP). EFF 
was founded in 2013 by ex- 
| members of ANC's Youth League, 
§ including former head Julius 
Malema. EFF has a left-populist 
^program, but it too leaves the 
profit system intact. EFF won 
an impressive 30 parliamentary 
seats in May, and now faces the 
dead-end of administering a capi- 
talist government with ANC. 

WASP is clearly socialist. Affiliated with Socialist 
Alternative, it was founded in 2012 out of a Marxist 
tendency working within the ANC. Their program 
includes the needs of specially oppressed groups and 
anti-capitalist demands. WASP got just 8,000 votes in 
the May national elections. 

An unfinished revolt. Twenty years ago, an in- 
ternational movement featuring student divestment 
campaigns and port shut-downs by the International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union helped bring down 
apartheid. But racism, sexism and poverty remain, 
because capitalism remains. Unions, feminists, left 
parties, and progressives worldwide can show solidar- 
ity by sending greetings to NUMSA's February 2015 
Conference on Socialism. 

Globally, working people are all waging the same 
struggles — to break with misleaders, build revolution- 
ary parties, and win genuine freedom. South Africa's 
giant steps to these ends will rouse others to do the 
same. Amandla Ngawethu — Power to the People! □ 

Toni Mendicino is a member of Teamsters 2010 
at UC Berkeley. Email: t_mendicino@yahoo.com . 
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South Africa's largest labor federation. The ANC took 
power in 1994 with Nelson Mandela as the first presi- 
dent. The Stalinist CP provided left veneer for ANC's 
bourgeois nationalist program. The Central Executive 
Committee of COSATU, dominated by a right-wing 
clique, just expelled NUMSA from the federation with 
no vote of the membership. 

ANC promised to take over the racist apartheid 
economy and fulfill the 1955 Freedom Charter. The 
charter included land reforms and democratic rights 
for Blacks, expanded to include women and gays, but 
still keeping intact the capitalist economy and private 
property. South Africa's working class has been dealing 
with the consequences ever since. 


while condoning police brutality, homophobia and 
rape. Though winning the May 2014 elections, the 
ANC's share was 35 percent — a record low. Up to 90 
percent in some townships favor forming a new party 
to fight for the poor. 

Building from the bottom up. In the wake of 
treachery by the ANC, resistance by workers, youth 
and the poor has exploded. Battles for living wages 
and jobs are spreading. New forces are emerging. An 
independent women-led farm workers' union, Sikhula 
Sonke, epitomizes the resiliency of and challenges 
facing Black women workers. 

The massacre of strikers in Marikana was followed 
by a record-breaking year of strikes — over half wildcat 
actions. In 2014 alone, a five-month strike by AMCU 
platinum miners and a month-long strike by 200,000 
NUMSA workers won minimum wage concessions. 
NUMSA's bold call for a new workers' party and its 


An unfinished revolt. Twenty years ago, an in- 
ternational movement featuring student divestment 
campaigns and port shut-downs by the International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union helped bring down 
apartheid. But racism, sexism and poverty remain, 
because capitalism remains. Unions, feminists, left 
parties, and progressives worldwide can show solidar- 
ity by sending greetings to NUMSA's February 2015 
Conference on Socialism. 

Globally, working people are all waging the same 
struggles — to break with misleaders, build revolution- 
ary parties, and win genuine freedom. South Africa's 
giant steps to these ends will rouse others to do the 
same. Amandla Ngawethu — Power to the People! □ 

Toni Mendicino is a member of Teamsters 2010 
at UC Berkeley. Email: t_mendicino@yahoo.com . 
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centers, domestic violence 
shelters, substance abuse and 
job training programs. 

A tradition of struggle 
continues. The settlement 
deal does not affect the tribe's 
separate claims over water rights 
and health issues from uranium 
pollution on the reservation. 
Moreover, the Nation will not 
abandon its fight for a toxic 
clean-up requirement, and it 
continues to block uranium 
transport through its lands. 

Corporations are still lin- 
ing up to exploit reservation 
lands, and currently are on the 
move to do more fracking on 
reservations. Native Americans 
and other environmental rebel 
groups are on the move to resist 
this endless profiteering and 
destruction. 

The $554 million settle- 


ment does not, of course, solve 
the historic genocide waged 
against indigenous people in 
the United States. Nor will it 
end the criminal justice system's 
racism against Indians, who are 
imprisoned at a rate 38 percent 
higher than the national rate. 

Short of radical change, 
discrimination, poverty and 
social hardships will continue 
to be a way of life for Native 
Americans. 

The struggle is not over. Like 
the indigenous people in Latin 
America who are mobilizing to 
fight corporate abuse of their 
lands, Native Americans in the 
United States are in the lead of 
a resurgent movement for sav- 
ing planet Earth which Indians, 
more than anyone, know is the 
foundation of life. □ 

Contact the author at 
FSnews@mindspring.com. 
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Outrage at government massacre of 
student activists erupts throughout Mexico 



building in Chilpandngo, Mexico, on 
0ct13, 2014 


by Megan Cornish 


There is a terrible permanence of repression in 
Mexico. On Oct. 2, 1968, federal police opened fire 
on student demonstrators in the Tlatelolco district of 
Mexico City. They killed an unknown number — be- 
tween 300 and thousands — injured many more, and 
arrested over 1,300. This year, students of the rural 
teachers college in Ayotzinapa, in the state of Guerrero, 
were organizing on September 26 to attend the yearly 
commemoration of the 1968 massacre, when they were 
stopped in the city of Iguala and fired on by police in 
multiple attacks. The assault left six known dead, 25 
wounded, and 43 kidnapped and "disappeared." 

In 1968, a compliant media endorsed 
the government lie that the students 
shot first, and many believed it. 

This time, things were different. The 
entire country erupted in protests that 
continued into November as the FS 
went to press. Mexicans have suffered 
an estimated 70,000 killings and 22,000 
disappearances — by the government's 
own less-than-reliable reports — since 
the start of the U.S. -funded "War on 
Drugs." 

Politicians' utterly corrupt collusion 
with mega-corporations and drug cartels 
has been unmasked. Their immunity 
from prosecution proves the bankruptcy 
of the Mexican state and its three ruling 
parties. Now people are grap- 
pling with how to 


This is the Mexican face of capitalism today. 

Communities have been forced to organize in self 
defense. Many states have formed either indigenous 
community police forces, enshrined in the federal 
constitution, or autodefensas, similar bodies in non- 
indigenous areas. The latter are equally necessary but 
not approved by law. Federal and state governments 
have viciously attacked both civilian defense groups, 
while protecting drug cartels and corporations. 

Nestora Salgado was arrested in August 2013 dur- 
ing mass arrests of community police and self-defense 
forces. In June 2014, Dr. Jose Mireles Valverde and 
some two hundred supporters were arrested to block 
their fight against the Knights Templar cartel that has 


enforce meaning- 
ful change. 


Neoliberalism 
and the drug 
trade. Cartel-fu- 
eled violence gets 
most of the media at- 


taken over the port of Lazaro Cardenas in 
Michoacan. Marco Antonio Suastegui Mu- 
noz, leader of the successful fight to stop 
construction of La Parota Dam, was jailed 
the same month. On June 30, federal 
soldiers shot 22 unarmed youths firing 


commemorating the 1968 massacre and protesting the 
Iguala disappearances drew 25,000 people. There were 
rallies in at least 25 Mexican states, and in 10 cities in 
Guerrero, including one of 50,000 in the state capital 
on October 8. International protests were held in more 
than 15 countries. Universities and rural colleges across 
Mexico mounted three-day strikes. 

In Guerrero, students and members of the National 
Union of Education Workers have taken over at least 
28 city governments, including in Nestora Salgado's 
home town of Olinala, where the mayor was behind 
her arrest. The insurgents pledge to set up popular 
governments throughout the state. The governor of 
Guerrero, Angel Aguirre Rivero, was forced to take an 
"indefinite leave." 

Protests continue against the com- 
plicity of President Pena Nieto and the 
newly appointed governor of Guerrero, 
Salvador Rogelio Ortega in covering up 
what happened. 




Mexico's ruling parties. Three par- 
ties run the country, allied against the 
people. The PRI (Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party) dominated for 71 years 
from 1929 until 2000, becoming ever 
_more corrupt and conservative. The 
] ^ current president, Enrique Pena Nieto, 

1 1 represents the PRI. He has focused his 
Jo term on further privatization of re- 
1 g sources and cuts to education. 

The conservative PAN (National Ac- 
I jrtion Party) is backed by business inter- 
■ < ests and the Catholic Church. The PRD 
(Party of the Democratic Revolution) 
was founded in 1989 by a collection of former PRI 
members and leftists dedicated to reform, not revolu- 
tion, including the Mexican Communist Party. Both 
the governor of Guerrero and the mayor of Iguala are 
PRD, proving it to be as corrupt as the PRI. Some PRD 
members call for the release of Salgado and justice for 
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arrested over 1,300. This year, students of the rural 
teachers college in Ayotzinapa, in the state of Guerrero, 
were organizing on September 26 to attend the yearly 
commemoration of the 1968 massacre, when they were 
stopped in the city of Iguala and fired on by police in 
multiple attacks. The assault left six known dead, 25 
wounded, and 43 kidnapped and "disappeared." 

In 1968, a compliant media endorsed 
the government lie that the students 
shot first, and many believed it. 

This time, things were different. The 
entire country erupted in protests that 
continued into November as the FS 
went to press. Mexicans have suffered 
an estimated 70,000 killings and 22,000 
disappearances — by the government's 
own less-than-reliable reports — since 
the start of the U.S.-funded "War on 
Drugs." 

Politicians' utterly corrupt collusion 
with mega-corporations and drug cartels 
has been unmasked. Their immunity 
from prosecution proves the bankruptcy 
of the Mexican state and its three ruling 
parties. Now people are grap- 
pling with how to j vre 
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have viciously attacked both civilian defense groups, 
while protecting drug cartels and corporations. 

Nestora Salgado was arrested in August 2013 dur- 
ing mass arrests of community police and self-defense 
forces. In June 2014, Dr. Jose Mireles Valverde and 
some two hundred supporters were arrested to block 
their fight against the Knights Templar cartel that has 


Neoliberalism 
and the drug 
trade. Cartel-fu- 
eled violence gets 
most of the media at- 
tention, but it is only 
part of the story. Since 
the North American 
Free Trade Agreement 
was enacted in 1994, 

Mexico's elite has been 
privatizing resources 
such as oil and elec- 
tricity, trying to take 
land from indigenous 
communities for mining 
companies and large-scale construction projects like 
La Parota Dam, and cutting education funds. 

Against this backdrop came Mexico's "War on Drugs" 
— the U.S.-funded Merida Initiative. Its $2.4 billion 
program has actually been used by the military and fed- 
eral and local police to make war on youth, indigenous 
and poor people who protest intolerable conditions. 


taken over the port of Lazaro Cardenas in 
Michoacan. Marco Antonio Suastegui Mu- 
noz, leader of the successful fight to stop 
construction of La Parota Dam, was jailed 
the same month. On June 30, federal 
soldiers shot 22 unarmed youths firing 
squad-style in Tlatlaya, in the state of 
Mexico. The unspeakable crime in Iguala 
was the last straw. 


In Guerrero, students and members of the National 
Union of Education Workers have taken over at least 
28 city governments, including in Nestora Salgado's 
home town of Olinala, where the mayor was behind 
her arrest. The insurgents pledge to set up popular 
governments throughout the state. The governor of 
Guerrero, Angel Aguirre Rivero, was forced to take an 
"indefinite leave." 

Protests continue against the com- 
plicity of President Pena Nieto and the 
newly appointed governor of Guerrero, 
Salvador Rogelio Ortega in covering up 
what happened. 


Mexico's ruling parties. Three par- 
ties run the country, allied against the 
people. The PRI (Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party) dominated for 71 years 
from 1929 until 2000, becoming ever 
a more corrupt and conservative. The 
5 current president, Enrique Pena Nieto, 
| represents the PRI. He has focused his 
| term on further privatization of re- 
g sources and cuts to education. 

| The conservative PAN (National Ac- 
l-tion Party) is backed by business inter- 
< ests and the Catholic Church. The PRD 
(Party of the Democratic Revolution) 
was founded in 1989 by a collection of former PRI 
members and leftists dedicated to reform, not revolu- 
tion, including the Mexican Communist Party. Both 
the governor of Guerrero and the mayor of Iguala are 
PRD, proving it to be as corrupt as the PRI. Some PRD 
members call for the release of Salgado and justice for 
the students. But as the Trotskyist POS has warned, if 
those members do not break with the PRD, they only 
serve to camouflage the party's role in 
upholding the status quo. 


Explosive protests. 

Over the last year, na- 
tional and international support for 
Nestora Salgado and some 400 other 
political prisoners has been growing. 
The Socialist Workers Party (POS) in 
Mexico and Freedom Socialist Party in the U.S., with 
support from allied parties in the Committee for 
Revolutionary International Regroupment (CRIR), 
have led the formation of united front efforts in the 
U.S., Mexico, and other countries. 

Upon the disappearance of the students, protests of 
tens of thousands broke out across the country and the 
world. The October 2 demonstration in Mexico City 


Este articulo aparece en 
espanol en la pagina 8. 


U.S. complicit. The lack of any seri- 
ous objections from the U.S. government demonstrates 
that it endorses Mexico's brutality toward activists and 
left-wing political groups. Its "drug war" aid is being 
used just as the USA intends — for repression. 

That is why working people north of the border 
need to support the life-and-death battle raging in 
Mexico. To the south, corruption and massacres clearly 
demonstrate that the profit system cannot deliver 
even the most basic security or survival to Mexico's 
people. □ 

Contact the author at FSnews@mindspring.com. 


... Pensions 


and public-sector workers must 
unite. Everyone has a right to a 
livable retirement income! 


To enable the theft of that in- 
come, conservative news outlets 
push the lie that Social Security 


to raise the qualification age 
for full benefits to 70, cut pay- 
ments, and reduce Cost-of-Liv- 


income for all retirees. Scrap 
the cap! - 
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privatizing resources 
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tricity, trying to take 
land from indigenous 
communities for mining 
companies and large-scale construction projects like 
La Parota Dam, and cutting education funds. 

Against this backdrop came Mexico's "War on Drugs" 
— the U.S.-funded Merida Initiative. Its $2.4 billion 
program has actually been used by the military and fed- 
eral and local police to make war on youth, indigenous 
and poor people who protest intolerable conditions. 
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serve to camouflage the party's role in 
upholding the status quo. 


U.S. complicit. The lack of any seri- 
ous objections from the U.S. government demonstrates 
that it endorses Mexico's brutality toward activists and 
left-wing political groups. Its "drug war" aid is being 
used just as the USA intends — for repression. 

That is why working people north of the border 
need to support the life-and-death battle raging in 
Mexico. To the south, corruption and massacres clearly 
demonstrate that the profit system cannot deliver 
even the most basic security or survival to Mexico's 
people. □ 

Contact the author at FSnews@mindspring.com . 
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job-holders, trying to pit them 
against the over-taxed working 
class. Don't fall for it! Instead 
of fighting for scraps, private 


and public-sector workers must 
unite. Everyone has a right to a 
livable retirement income! 

Social Security stretching 
thin. Millions of workers don't 
have any pension or retirement 
savings. Social Security will be 
their only income later in life. 


To enable the theft of that in- 
come, conservative news outlets 
push the lie that Social Security 
is going broke, even though it's 
funded through 2036 and needs 
only minor adjustments. 

The Social Security Trust 
Fund has over $2.8 trillion, yet 
politicians constantly threaten 


to raise the qualification age 
for full benefits to 70, cut pay- 
ments, and reduce Cost-of-Liv- 
ing Adjustments (COLA). 

They also forced the Social 
Security Administration (SSA) 
to close 80 offices and 500 con- 
tact centers where people get 
in-person help. SSA has also laid 
off thousands of workers. 

In a move akin to attacks on 
U.S. postal delivery, SSA plans 
to move to automated phone 
systems and subcontracting. 
The American Federation of 
Government Employees (AFGE) 
is blowing the whistle and lead- 
ing a campaign to defend Social 
Security. Take action at www. 
afge.org/SaveOurSocialSecurity. 

Higher benefits and a lower 
retirement age for all could 
easily be funded if the wealthy 
paid into Social Security on their 
entire earnings! Currently they 
only pay on the first $117,000 
of wages each year. 

The simple and fair legisla- 
tive fix — making millionaires 
and billionaires pay social secu- 
rity on their full earnings, would 
enable SSA to boost COLA 
and fund a livable minimum 


income for all retirees. Scrap 
the cap! - 

Unite to stop the theft! 

Pensions and Social Security are 
not grand gifts bestowed upon 
workers by benevolent bosses 
— they are incomes earned by 
years of labor. Pensions were 
originally won by unions as 
a way for workers to set aside 
money for retirement. Social Se- 
curity is funded with deductions 
that are taken from workers' 
paychecks, so attempts to cut 
this important benefit amounts 
to stealing workers' money! 

In November, over 100,000 
workers in Brussels, Belgium, 
hit the streets to defend their 
pensions. U.S. labor needs to 
follow suit, independent of 
Democrats, and welcome retir- 
ees as a powerful force with a 
huge stake in the fight. 

Save defined benefit pen- 
sions and pension COLAs! 

Tax the rich — scrap the in- 
come cap on Social Security! 

Stop the wage theft! □ 

Lois Danks can be reached 
at lfdanks@yahoo.com. 




LABOR WEATHER REPORT 

A glance at how some workers and their unions are faring in the class struggle. 


November 2014 


irar 

Locked out and ticked off 

Australian Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott, as chair of 
the G20 Summit, takes 
the unprecedented step of 
excluding labor from the 
proceedings attended by 
government and financial 
heads of the world's major 
economies. International 
union leaders condemn 
the decision as insulting. 


November 2014 



Ebola protection NOW! 

National Nurses United or- 
ganizes rallies and marches 
across the U.S. to demand 
better safety precautions 
for those treating Ebola 
patients. Strikes at 86 Kai- 
ser facilities in California 
linked Kaiser's failure to 
provide adequate Ebola 
safeguards to its broad 
erosion of patient care. 


In Progress 



Italian rebellion 

One million workers and 
youth march in Rome to 
protest against pending 
labor law reforms that 
would make it easier for 
companies to fire workers 
and delay job protections 
and benefits for new em- 
ployees. The next act: a 
one-day general strike in 
early December. 
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What will it take to win climate justice? 

Massive People’s March reflects growing movement, yet world leaders shrug 



by Mark Drummond 


It was hailed as an historic march by 
some activists and chastised as merely 
symbolic by others. But the convergence 
of hundreds of thousands of people in 
New York City in September to protest 
climate change was 
a milestone for the 
movement to end 
greenhouse gas pol- 
lution and reverse 
the damage it has 
done to the planet. 

A main organizer 
of the march was 
350.org, headed by 
author and activist 
Bill McKibben. Its 
efforts gathered eco- 
conscious organiza- 
tions from around 
the country and 
world. Mass grass- 
roots meetings were 
held in New York 
City leading up to 
the demonstration. 

Freedom Socialist Party members in 
New York were excited to see multi-issue 
politics evident at the organizing meet- 
ings they attended. Because some meet- 
ings had over a thousand participants, 
activists broke into affinity groups to 
work on different issues: fighf ing energy 
corporations in the neocolonial world; 
defending indigenous lands; combating 
environmental racism; tackling the jobs 
vs. environment conundrum. 

The diversity of issues was refreshing. 
It reflects the immense potential of the 
climate justice movement to radicalize 
— and unite — neonle of different na- 


movements that push the successors of 
these gentlemen to meet what science 
demands." Yet no matter the size of the 
movement, nurturing hope in these 
capitalist statesmen — or their successors 
— is leading the climate justice effort 
into a blind alley. 


work with these organizations as well 
as NGOs to fight for important reforms 
— such as stopping the Keystone XL 
pipeline — while also winning adherents 
to an anti-capitalist perspective. 


Reformists hold 
progress back. 

Since the 1970s, 
grassroots groups 
that raised their own 
money and elected 
their leaders have 
been dwarfed by Non- 
governmental Orga- 
nizations (NGOs) that 
are funded by rich do- 
nors, corporate grants, 
and investments in 
companies that are 
maior polluters. 


Green anarchists vs. the state. 

Another political 
force at the People's 
March was anar- 
chism. Anarchists 
seek to foment pro- 
tests that will grow 
as climate change 
worsens, adding up 
to a "green revolu- 
tion" that will sweep 
aside the state. 

How these vast 
changes will occur 
organically, with- 


An idea whose time has come. The 

international character of the People's 
Climate March, and the impressive 
rainbow of unions, indigenous and grass- 
roots groups, and radical-minded pro- 
testers eager to "flood" Wall Street shows 
the potential for organizing a democratic 
coalition with a clear program of action 
to reverse climate change. 

Ecosocialism takes this one step fur- 
ther in naming capitalism as the main 
roadblock to healing the planet. There is 
no way to transform a system designed 
around profits into one that protects 
Mother Earth and all her inhabitants. 

The economic system that can do 
this is socialism, where the economy is 
democratically-planned and industry is 
nationalized under the control of work- 
ers and community. Imagine the changes 
that could be made overnight if Exxon, 
General Motors, and 
Wall Street weren't 
calling the shots. 

The silver lining 
of the climate crisis is 
the renewed urgency 
it gives to upending 
the capitalist order. 
And ecosocialism is 
the logical ideologi- 
cal home for all the 
oppressed and out- 
cast peoples who are 
y being displaced by 
I' this warming world: 
| native and indig- 
enous people who 
o defend their lands 
o from transnational 
| mining and energy 
companies; women 
who suffer the most 




symbolic by others. But the convergence 
of hundreds of thousands of people in 
New York City in September to protest 
climate change was 
a milestone for the 
movement to end 
greenhouse gas pol- 
lution and reverse 
the damage it has 
done to the planet. 

A main organizer 
of the march was 
350.org, headed by 
author and activist 
Bill McKibben. Its 
efforts gathered eco- 
conscious organiza- 
tions from around 
the country and 
world. Mass grass- 
roots meetings were 
held in New York 
City leading up to 
the demonstration. 

Freedom Socialist Party members in 
New York were excited to see multi-issue 
politics evident at the organizing meet- 
ings they attended. Because some meet- 
ings had over a thousand participants, 
activists broke into affinity groups to 
work on different issues: fighf ing energy 
corporations in the neocolonial world; 
defending indigenous lands; combating 
environmental racism; tackling the jobs 
vs. environment conundrum. 

The diversity of issues was refreshing. 
It reflects the immense potential of the 
climate justice movement to radicalize 
— and unite — people of different na- 
tions and backgrounds in a common 
effort to confront the profit system that 
drives climate devastation. 

But 350.org kept a tight grip on the 
message of the march to make it reflect 
their own politics of green capitalism. 
This is the belief that the climate crisis 
can be resolved within the parameters 
of the profit system, through various 
reforms such as carbon trading, divest- 
ment from the fossil fuel industry, and 
development of clean energy. 

The vague call for "Climate Action 
Now," made no real demands on world 
leaders gathered for a U.N. Climate Sum- 
mit. This lack feeds the illusion that the 
U.N.'s problem is inertia, rather than 
domination hv capitalist shop mowers 


capitalist statesmen — or their successors 
— is leading the climate justice effort 
into a blind alley. 


to an anti-capitalist perspective. 


Reformists hold 
progress back. 

Since the 1970s, 
grassroots groups 
that raised their own 
money and elected 
their leaders have 
been dwarfed by Non- 
governmental Orga- 
nizations (NGOs) that 
are funded by rich do- 
nors, corporate grants, 
and investments in 
companies that are 
major polluters. 

350.org and its sis- 
ter organization ISky 
are funded, in part, by 
the Rockefeller and 
Bill and Melinda Gates 


Green anarchists vs. the state. 

Another political 
force at the People's 
March was anar- 
chism. Anarchists 
seek to foment pro- 
tests that will grow 
as climate change 
worsens, adding up 
to a "green revolu- 
tion" that will sweep 
aside the state. 

How these vast 
changes will occur 
organically, with- 


As factories pump out pollution, 400,000 people protest in New York City in the 
"largest climate march ever." Corresponding actions were held in 162 countries. 


Foundations. 
The Nature Conservancy has at least 
$22 million invested in energy and col- 
laborates with BP, Shell and other Big 
Oil companies. 

Most Big Green NGOs push "green 
capitalism" as their agenda and cam- 
paign to elect "friendly" candidates 
— mostly Democrats. The ranks of these 
groups don't necessarily share these 
politics. They join Big Green because 
they are passionate about saving the 
planet. Many activists are open to radical 
solutions, and this fact was certainlv on 


out political parties or leaders provid- 
ing direction, is never explained. This 
strategy also severely underestimates 
the capitalists' power to react with state 
repression, as happened with Occupy 
Wall Street. 

Yet the determination of anarchists 
to take militant action to defend the 
planet is refreshing. Rising Tide, Tar 
Sands Blockade, and the Mountain 
Justice Summer campaign take the fight 
to extraction sites and stop business as 
usual. They block mining equipment 
from bein v transnorted to tar sands nits. 


roots groups, and radical-minded pro- 
testers eager to "flood" Wall Street shows 
the potential for organizing a democratic 
coalition with a clear program of action 
to reverse climate change. 

Ecosocialism takes this one step fur- 
ther in naming capitalism as the main 
roadblock to healing the planet. There is 
no way to transform a system designed 
around profits into one that protects 
Mother Earth and all her inhabitants. 

The economic system that can do 
this is socialism, where the economy is 
democratically-planned and industry is 
nationalized under the control of work- 
ers and community. Imagine the changes 
that could be made overnight if Exxon, 
General Motors, and 
Wall Street weren't 
calling the shots. 

The silver lining 
of the climate crisis is 
the renewed urgency 
it gives to upending 
the capitalist order. 
And ecosocialism is 
the logical ideologi- 
cal home for all the 
oppressed and out- 
cast peoples who are 
y being displaced by 
jj* this warming world: 
| native and indig- 
enous people who 
o defend their lands 
S' from transnational 
| mining and energy 
companies; women 
who suffer the most 
from shrinking water 
supplies, corporate 
farming, and mining 
operations; people of 
color organizing to stop their neighbor- 
hoods from becoming dumping sites; 
and workers, who want jobs that don't 
compromise their health or the quality 
of life for generations to come. 

Ecosocialism offers the climate justice 
activists a way to link environmental- 
ism with other social justice struggles 
in a movement whose aim is to put the 
world's working classes in power. Such 
an international system could end the 
energy wars, redirect human talent and 
resources into developing renewable 

prtprfrw and start to rcnair the pcnlnai- 


tions and backgrounds in a common 
effort to confront the profit system that 
drives climate devastation. 

But 350.org kept a tight grip on the 
message of the march to make it reflect 
their own politics of green capitalism. 
This is the belief that the climate crisis 
can be resolved within the parameters 
of the profit system, through various 
reforms such as carbon trading, divest- 
ment from the fossil fuel industry, and 
development of clean energy. 

The vague call for "Climate Action 
Now," made no real demands on world 
leaders gathered for a U.N. Climate Sum- 
mit. This lack feeds the illusion that the 
U.N.'s problem is inertia, rather than 
domination by capitalist superpowers 
such as the U.S., which wages war for 
oil profits. Two months after the march, 
as President Obama and Chinese Pre- 
mier Xi announced inadequate targets 
on greenhouse gas emissions, McKib- 
ben urged "bigger and more powerful 


350.org and its sis- 
ter organization ISky 
are funded, in part, by 
the Rockefeller and 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundations. 
The Nature Conservancy has at least 
$22 million invested in energy and col- 
laborates with BP, Shell and other Big 
Oil companies. 

Most Big Green NGOs push "green 
capitalism" as their agenda and cam- 
paign to elect "friendly" candidates 
— mostly Democrats. The ranks of these 
groups don't necessarily share these 
politics. They join Big Green because 
they are passionate about saving the 
planet. Many activists are open to radical 
solutions, and this fact was certainly on 
display at the People's March, as well as 
in the organizing leading up to it. 

The march also showed that there are 
legions of grassroots, reform-oriented 
groups doing great environmental work 
at all levels of society. Socialists should 


As factories pump out pollution, 400,000 people protest in New York City in the 
"largest climate march ever." Corresponding actions were held in 162 countries. 

out political parties or leaders provid- 
ing direction, is never explained. This 
strategy also severely underestimates 
the capitalists' power to react with state 
repression, as happened with Occupy 
Wall Street. 

Yet the determination of anarchists 
to take militant action to defend the 
planet is refreshing. Rising Tide, Tar 
Sands Blockade, and the Mountain 
Justice Summer campaign take the fight 
to extraction sites and stop business as 
usual. They block mining equipment 
from being transported to tar sands pits, 
chain themselves to excavators, and 
film oil spills that have been "cleaned 
up" by energy companies. Socialists can 
help build the anti-capitalist wing of the 
movement through collaboration with 
these activists. 


from shrinking water 
supplies, corporate 
farming, and mining 
operations; people of 
color organizing to stop their neighbor- 
hoods from becoming dumping sites; 
and workers, who want jobs that don't 
compromise their health or the quality 
of life for generations to come. 

Ecosocialism offers the climate justice 
activists a way to link environmental- 
ism with other social justice struggles 
in a movement whose aim is to put the 
world's working classes in power. Such 
an international system could end the 
energy wars, redirect human talent and 
resources into developing renewable 
energy, and start to repair the ecologi- 
cal devastation capitalism has visited 
upon this fragile and pale blue dot we 
all call home. □ 

Contact Mark Drummond at 
mjamesd@gmail.com. 


M&HfAL WOMf# 

Do something wild — get involved! 


United States 

San Francisco: RW National Office, 
747 Polk St., San Francisco, CA 
94109. 415-864-1278. National 
RW email: radical womenus@gmail. 
com. San Francisco RW email: 
baradicalwomen@earthlink.net 

Los Angeles: 2122 W. Jefferson 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90018. 
323-732-6416. radicalwomen\a@ 
earthlink.net 

Marmora, N.J.: 206-355-9156. 

New York City: 113 W. 128th St., 
New York, NY 10027. 212-222- 
0633. nycradicalwomen@nyct.net 


Newark, N.J.: 973-643-0499. 

Port Angeles, Wash.: 360-452- 
7534. RWportang@yahoo.com 

Seattle: 5018 Rainier Ave. S., 

Seattle, WA 98118. 206-722-6057. 
RWseattle@mindspring.com 

Australia 

Melbourne: RW National 
Office, 580 Sydney Rd. , Bruns- 
wick, VIC 3056. 03-9388-0062- 
radicalwomen@optusnet.com.au 

Join with others in the 
fight for a feminist world! 

J 


www.RadicalWomen.org 



GIVE ONLINE at 
socialism.com/donateFS 

OR MAIL CHECK to 

Freedom Socialist, 5018 Rainier 
Ave. S., Seattle, WA 98118 


Donate 
to the 
Freedom 
Socialist 


Help change the world 
from the roots up! 
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The US role in the world: myth and re: 



by Monica Hill 

The term "American Century" comes from Henry 
Luce, publisher of Time , Life , Sports Illustrated , and 
Fortune . In 1941, Luce wrote a lengthy editorial to 
whip up public support for World War II. "Through- 
out the 17th Century and the 18th Century and 
the 19th Century," he wrote, "this continent k 
teemed with manifold projects and magnificent 
purposes. Above them all and weaving them 
all together into the most exciting flag of all 
the world and of all his- 
tory was the triumphal 
purpose of freedom. It 
is in this spirit that all 
of us are called to create 
the first great American 
Century." In essence, 

Luce was declaring the 
divine right of "America" 
to rule the world. 

Luce owned the larg- 
est magazine enterprise 
in U.S. history from the 
early 1920s to his death 
in 1967. He was perfectly 
placed to transmit to U.S. 
readers a slick, popular- 
ized version of capitalist 
ideology. He was a fer- 
vent anti-communist and 
proud war hawk. 

Luce wrote his "Ameri- 
can Century" editorial 
73 years ago. Obama, in 
his speech at MacDill Air 
Force Base on Sept. 1 7, 2014, pulled out 
similar myths to defend war in the 21st 
century. Like every president before him, 
he applauded the USA as dedicated to free- 
dom, human dignity, democracy, equality, integrity, 
generosity, economic security for all, justice, civil 
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benefit greatly, and did. 

President Wilson sold World War I as "the war to 
end all wars." In fact, it killed more than 16 million 
human beings and wounded 20 million, while set- 
ting up the conditions for a new global conflict. 

For two decades after World War I, wartime profi- 
teering scandals by U.S. industrialists headlined the 
news. But the next war was even more lucrative. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt promised that this conflict 
would have no "War Millionaires." In fact, World 
War II nearly doubled the $28.5 billion in net profits 


of its predecessor, enriching the 
monopolists by $56 billion. 

The U.S. ruling-class mythology 
about World War II was that it was a noble under- 
taking to smash fascism. In reality, the U.S. entered 
the war to cement and extend its global dominance. 
As an example of its callousness toward the victims 


12 times. Presidents Kennedy and Johnson justified 
the Vietnam War by preaching the need to combat 
communism. Bush the First said the Gulf War in 
1991 was to "protect freedom, protect our future, 
and protect the innocent." Bush the Second lied 
about weapons of mass destruction and Iraq's role in 
the 9/11 attacks to win support for his own assault 
on Iraq. The liberation of women from the Taliban 
was used to defend invading Afghanistan. 

Today, 14 years into the 21st century, the U.S. 
leads wars "against terrorism" in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Libya and Syria. Additionally, special ops forces carry 
out secret wars in between 70 and 120 countries 
at any one time. For the new war on Iraq and 
Syria, the Pentagon recently signeda $251- 
million deal to buy more Tomahawk 
missiles from Raytheon Co. 

Devastating wars were essential 
to creating the first "American 
Century," and they are just as 
integral to what the U.S. world 
jefes hope will be the second. 
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Persuasive reality. The 

ideology of the American 
Century — deceitfully 
marketed by the ruling 
class as good and decent 
— is meant primarily for 
domestic consumption, as 
a rationale at home for the 
wars abroad and exploita- 
tion everywhere. It aims 
to bind people together 
on the basis of nationalist 
patriotism, rather than class 
allegiance. 

But the economy of capital- 
ism is a miserable failure — for 
the world's majority, and increas- 1 
ingly for the system overlords them- 
selves. The U.S. empire is terrified of 
dissent, because its survival depends, 


Shortly before the U.S. started I 
speech at MacDill Air Force Base i 
war. He heaped praise on the lead 
sees U.S. warfare in the Middle I 
Special Operations Command, v 
sions, and he extolled the coura 
"We keep on building up ai 
ress and hope," he told the 
like you. This century, ju: 
will be led by America. I 
ican century." 
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of us are called to create 
the first great American 
Century." In essence, 

Luce was declaring the 
divine right of "America" 
to rule the world. 

Luce owned the larg- 
est magazine enterprise 
in U.S. history from the 
early 1920s to his death 
in 1967. He was perfectly 
placed to transmit to U.S. 
readers a slick, popular- 
ized version of capitalist 
ideology. He was a fer- 
vent anti-communist and 
proud war hawk. 

Luce wrote his "Ameri- 
can Century" editorial 
73 years ago. Obama, in 
his speech at MacDill Air 
Force Base on Sept. 17, 2014, pulled out 
similar myths to defend war in the 21st 
century. Like every president before him, 
he applauded the USA as dedicated to free- 
dom, human dignity, democracy, equality, integrity, 
generosity, economic security for all, justice, civil 
liberties, etc. Most people believe in these heroic 
qualities. But they are far from being the real values 
of the U.S. ruling class, even though they are the 
mythic smokescreen behind which it operates. 



million deal to buy more Tomahawk 
missiles from Raytheon Co. 

Devastating wars were essential 
to creating the first "American 
Century," and they are just as 
integral to what the U.S. world 
jefes hope will be the second. 
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The power of ideology. The idea of the divine 
right of the United States to rule the world originated 
with the concept of "manifest destiny" in the early 
1800s. According to manifest des- 
tiny, god plays a direct role in U.S. 
history, and the innately superior 
Anglo-Saxon race is destined to ex- 
pand its democracy, prosperity and 
Christianity to the whole world. It 
meant expansion: of private prop- 
erty, profit, power, productivity, 
consumers — in other words, the 
economy of capitalism. 

This set of beliefs justified the ex- 
tension of slavery, the genocide of 
Native Americans and theft of their 
vast lands, and the abuse of semi- 
slave immigrant workers who built 
the cross-continental railroads. 

It was the basis for the Mexican 
American War (1846-1848), which 
resulted in the U.S. helping itself 
to one-half of Mexico. 

The Monroe Doctrine of 1823 


of its predecessor, enriching the 
monopolists by $56 billion. 

The U.S. ruling-class mythology 
about World War II was that it was a noble under- 
taking to smash fascism. In reality, the U.S. entered 
the war to cement and extend its global dominance. 
As an example of its callousness toward the victims 
of fascism, the U.S. in 1939 refused to let over 900 
German refugees, most of them Jewish, disembark 
from the St Louis. The "huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free" were sent back to Nazi-occupied 
Europe, many to their certain deaths. 

During the rest of the 20th century, the U.S. mili- 
tary invaded, occupied and fought abroad at least 


Persuasive reality. The 

ideology of the American 
Century — deceitfully 
marketed by the ruling 
class as good and decent i 
— is meant primarily for 
domestic consumption, as 
a rationale at home for the 
wars abroad and exploita- 
tion everywhere. It aims 
to bind people together 
on the basis of nationalist 
patriotism, rather than class 
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allegiance. 

But the economy of capital- 
ism is a miserable failure — for 
the world's majority, and increas- 
ingly for the system overlords them- 
selves. The U.S. empire is terrified of 
dissent, because its survival depends, 
in the final analysis, on the consent of 
the governed. That consent, which is disap- 
pearing fast, can only be obtained by peddling 
a thoroughly false mythology about the virtues of 
capitalism and of the U.S. role in the world. 

The job of radicals and social justice advocates 
is to continue to expose this core falseness while 
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by Steven Strauss 





The barbarism of the Islamic State in Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS) has repulsed workers everywhere, 
especially in the Middle East. For every "jihadist" 
recruit, more fighters are taking up arms against 
it. Among the bravest are Kurdish women from 
Iraq and Syria. 

Washington screams "evil" at ISIS' ruthless 
beheadings, but remains silent at the dozens 
carried out by its oil ally Saudi Arabia. This se- 
lective "horror" exposes the true motive of the 
U.S. — to whip up pro-war hysteria. 

Why more war? Because the 
Bush-Obama strategy of propping 
up Iraqi dictator Nouri al-Maliki did 
not succeed in securing imperialist 
control over Iraq. ISIS battlefield 
victories have reaped for it rich oil 
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The ISIS crisis, made 


Agreement (see map) arbitrarily gave to the 
British and French empires Arab, Turkish and 
Kurdish territories, with no regard to local lin- 
guistic and cultural realities. Artificial borders 
were again drawn after World War II, including 
the imperialist construction of the new Zionist 
state of Israel, which counter- 
posed a Eurocentric nation to 



that seemed advantageous. Until the n 
invasions, Sunnis and Shiites lived 
peaceably in mixed communities, intt 
was common, and fanatic "holy war 
was largely rejected by the masses, 
to racist propaganda about Islan 
ent violence 


Sykes-Picot Agreement (1916) 

■ French rule French influence 
H British rule | British influence 
| | International Zone 
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of the U.S. ruling class, even though they are the 
mythic smokescreen behind which it operates. 


The power of ideology. The idea of the divine 
right of the United States to rule the world originated 
with the concept of "manifest destiny" in the early 
1800s. According to manifest des- 
tiny, god plays a direct role in U.S. 
history, and the innately superior 
Anglo-Saxon race is destined to ex- 
pand its democracy, prosperity and 
Christianity to the whole world. It 
meant expansion: of private prop- 
erty, profit, power, productivity, 
consumers — in other words, the 
economy of capitalism. 

This set of beliefs justified the ex- 
tension of slavery, the genocide of 
Native Americans and theft of their 
vast lands, and the abuse of semi- 
slave immigrant workers who built 
the cross-continental railroads. 

It was the basis for the Mexican 
American War (1846-1848), which 
resulted in the U.S. helping itself 
to one-half of Mexico. 

The Monroe Doctrine of 1823 
enlarged the scope of manifest 
destiny beyond the seas. It was 
supposedly to help the indepen- 
dence of Latin American colonies 
from Europe. But its real purpose 
was to economically colonize them 
without European interference. 

In short, manifest destiny was 
the ideological foundation for the 
largest acquisitions of territory in 
U.S. history. It continues on as 
the foundation for the intensified 
racism, sexism, poverty, and abuse 
of immigrants and workers that 
the U.S. is responsible for today at 
home and internationally. 


German refugees, most of them Jewish, disembark 
from the St Louis . The "huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free" were sent back to Nazi-occupied 
Europe, many to their certain deaths. 

During the rest of the 20th century, the U.S. mili- 
tary invaded, occupied and fought abroad at least 
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the governed. That consent, which is disap- 
pearing fast, can only be obtained by peddling 
a thoroughly false mythology about the virtues of 
capitalism and of the U.S. role in the world. 1 

The job of radicals and social justice advocates I of t 

is to continue to expose this core falseness while Law 


From the ashes of war. The 

slaughters of World War I allowed 
the American Empire to replace 
the British Empire as top dog on 
a global scale. Since the U.S. was 
directly involved for only a year 
and a half of that four-year debacle, 
U.S. big business was poised to 


by Steven Strauss 


The barbarism of the Islamic State in Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS) has repulsed workers everywhere, 
especially in the Middle East. For every " jihadist" 
recruit, more fighters are taking up arms against 
it. Among the bravest are Kurdish women from 
Iraq and Syria. 

Washington screams "evil" at ISIS' ruthless 
beheadings, but remains silent at the dozens 
carried out by its oil ally Saudi Arabia. This se- 
lective "horror" exposes the true motive of the 
U.S. — to whip up pro-war hysteria. 

Why more war? Because the 
Bush-Obama strategy of propping 
up Iraqi dictator Nouri al-Maliki did 
not succeed in securing imperialist 
control over Iraq. ISIS battlefield 
victories have reaped for it rich oil 
fields, sizeable territories, and large 
caches of arms. 

It wasn't only imperialism that fell 
short of its goals. So have the Arab 
Spring uprisings, founded in deep 
anti-sectarian and anti-fundamental- 
ist consciousness, especially among 
workers and women. The Egyptian 
military reasserted its rule with U.S. 
support after insurrection removed 
Mubarak; the Syrian revolution re- 
mains outgunned by forces of both 
Assad and ISIS. 

ISIS is a deformed, contradictory 
by-product of these dual defeats. 

It can recruit because of immense 
popular grievances, yet its program 
is fully undemocratic. 


The ISIS crisis, made lb 


Agreement (see map) arbitrarily gave to the 
British and French empires Arab, Turkish and 
Kurdish territories, with no regard to local lin- 
guistic and cultural realities. Artificial borders 
were again drawn after World War II, including 
the imperialist construction of the new Zionist 

state of Israel, which counter- 

posed a Eurocentric nation to 


that seemed advantageous. Until the m 
invasions, Sunnis and Shiites lived 
peaceably in mixed communities, inte 
was common, and fanatic "holy war' 
was largely rejected by the masses, 
to racist propaganda about Islam 
ent violence 


Sykes-Picot Agreement (1916) 

■ French rule French influence 

■ British rule British influence 

| | International Zone 
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For imperialism, artificia 
are a means of control. / 
maintaining control is the 
it follows, allies become 
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1980s, and is now confer 
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from Afghanistan. This is ; 
for endless war. 


Imperialism's historic tactic. The current 
stage was set by decades of imperialist divide- 
and-conquer. The British and French victors 
in World War I helped themselves to the spoils 
of the Ottoman Empire. The 1916 Sykes-Picot 


the peoples of the region. The emergence of 
the U.S. as the preeminent imperialist power 
made it top cop. 

Alongside artificial geographic divisions, 
imperialism stoked Islam's historic religious 
divisions, pitting one sect against another when 


^ The emergence of IS] 

^ causes the ever-changing 
^ forces is the constant defiai 
perialist abuse from the bro 
of oppressed people. Western empires 
constantly to find ways to stop the re vc 
tide. Yet it is precisely the continued c 
imperialism to stifle the democratic a? 
of Middle Eastern masses that has 
outfits like ISIS into existence. It recru 
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irld: myth and reality 


12 times. Presidents Kennedy and Johnson justified 
the Vietnam War by preaching the need to combat 
communism. Bush the First said the Gulf War in 
1991 was to "protect freedom, protect our future, 
and protect the innocent." Bush the Second lied 
about weapons of mass destruction and Iraq's role in 
the 9/11 attacks to win support for his own assault 
on Iraq. The liberation of women from the Taliban 
was used to defend invading Afghanistan. 

Today, 14 years into the 21st century, the U.S. 
leads wars "against terrorism" in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Libya and Syria. Additionally, special ops forces carry 
out secret wars in between 70 and 120 countries 
at any one time. For the new war on Iraq and 
Syria, the Pentagon recently signed a $251- 
million deal to buy more Tomahawk ^ 
missiles from Raytheon Co. ^ 

Devastating wars were essential A 
to creating the first "American a 
Century," and they are just as ^ 
integral to what the U.S. world A 
jefes hope will be the second, i 


taking up the struggles of working and afflicted 
peoples everywhere. Because the people who do 
the work of this world will never stop struggling 
against the exploitation, the lies, and the bombs. 
They are incorrigible, as Clara Fraser wrote in a 1 99 1 
op ed piece against the first Gulf War. And in that 
lies the hope for the future. □ 


Send feedback to FSnews@mindspring.com. 
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Persuasive reality. The 

ideology of the American 
Century — deceitfully 
marketed by the ruling 
class as good and decent 
— is meant primarily for 
domestic consumption, as 
a rationale at home for the 
wars abroad and exploita- 
tion everywhere. It aims 
to bind people together 
on the basis of nationalist } 
patriotism, rather than class 
allegiance. 

But the economy of capital- 
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ism is a miserable failure — for _ 
the world's majority, and increas- 1 

ingly for the system overlords them- ^ 

selves. The U.S. empire is terrified of ^ 
dissent, because its survival depends, 
in the final analysis, on the consent of 
the governed. That consent, which is disap- 
pearing fast, can only be obtained by peddling 
a thoroughly false mythology about the virtues of 
capitalism and of the U.S. role in the world. 

The job of radicals and social justice advocates 
is to continue to expose this core falseness while 


Shortly before the U.S. started bombing Iraq again, President Obama made a 
speech at MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, Florida to build support for the new 
war. He heaped praise on the leaders of this major command center, which over 
sees U.S. warfare in the Middle East. He gave prominent salutes to MacDill's 
Special Operations Command, which conducts covert and clandestine mis 
sions, and he extolled the courage and sacrifices of the armed forces. 

"We keep on building up and offering a future of prog- „ . 

ress and hope," he told them, "protected by patriots JF 

like you. This century, just like the last century, Jp — ■ 

will be led by America. It will be and is an Amer- ipSV 
. ican century." ; 

The articles on these pages present ~ 
quite the opposite perspective. 


of the term "American Century." 
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— is meant primarily for 
domestic consumption, as 
a rationale at home for the 
wars abroad and exploita- 
tion everywhere. It aims 
to bind people together 
on the basis of nationalist 
patriotism, rather than class 
allegiance. 

But the economy of capital- 
ism is a miserable failure — for 
the world's majority, and increas- ^ 
ingly for the system overlords them- 
selves. The U.S. empire is terrified of 
dissent, because its survival depends, 

in the final analysis, on the consent of 

the governed. That consent, which is disap- 
pearing fast, can only be obtained by peddling 
a thoroughly false mythology about the virtues of 
capitalism and of the U.S. role in the world. 

The job of radicals and social justice advocates 
is to continue to expose this core falseness while 


Shortly before the U.S. started bombing Iraq again, President Obama made a 
speech at MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, Florida to build support for the new 
war. He heaped praise on the leaders of this major command center, which over 
sees U.S. warfare in the Middle East. He gave prominent salutes to MacDill' 
Special Operations Command, which conducts covert and clandestine mis 
sions, and he extolled the courage and sacrifices of the armed forces. 

"We keep on building up and offering a future of prog- . 

ress and hope," he told them, "protected by patriots M vk 
like you. This century, just like the last century, jfp ^ 
will be led by America. It will be and is an Amer- 
k ican century." * * 

The articles on these pages present T k 8 ' 
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Publisher Henry W. Luce, originator 
of the term “American Century. 
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The ISIS crisis, made by imperialism 
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that seemed advantageous. Until the most recent 
invasions, Sunnis and Shiites lived relatively 
peaceably in mixed communities, intermarriage 
was common, and fanatic "holy war" ideology 
was largely rejected by the masses. Contrary 
to racist propaganda about Islam's inhere 
ent violence, the 9th 


through 12th century 
Golden Age of Islam 
was the preeminent 
advanced culture on 
the planet, far surpass- 
ing Christian Europe 
in scientific, literary, 
philosophical, and hu- 
manistic accomplishments. 

For imperialism, artificial divisions 
are a means of control. And since 
maintaining control is the only law 
it follows, allies become enemies 
and enemies become allies. The 
U.S. supported Osama bin Laden's 
mujahedeen in Afghanistan in the 
1980s, and is now conferring with 
the Taliban on withdrawing troops 
from Afghanistan. This is a formula 
for endless war. 




pies of the region. The emergence of 
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top cop. 

(side artificial geographic divisions, 
ism stoked Islam's historic religious 
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The emergence of ISIS. What 
_ causes the ever-changing lineup of 
13 forces is the constant defiance -to im- 
perialist abuse from the broad masses 
of oppressed people. Western empires are forced 
constantly to find ways to stop the revolutionary 
tide. Yet it is precisely the continued capacity of 
imperialism to stifle the democratic aspirations 
of Middle Eastern masses that has propelled 
outfits like ISIS into existence. It recruits on the 


basis of grievances that linger from overpowered 
popular struggles. 

In 1979, a popular revolution overthrew the 
CIA-backed Shah of Iran. Lacking a revolution- 
ary leadership, power was assumed by the best 
organized institution at the time — the Shiite 
clerics. From 1 980-88, the U.S. assisted the Sunni- 
based Iraqi government of Saddam Hussein to 
fight Iran. An unreliable dictator, Hussein was 
eventually replaced in 2006 with Maliki's Shiite- 
based government, which proceeded to arrest, 
torture, and murder Iraqi Sunnis. 

But Maliki found an ally in Teheran, so the 
U.S. launched sanctions against Iranians, using 
the pretext of alarm over nuclear weapons . At the 
same time Saudi Arabia funded all sorts of Sunni 
fundamentalists to counter both Iran and Syria. 
In this spiraling conflict between rival capitalist 
powers, cloaked in 
sectarian ideology, 
and encouraged by 
imperialists, ISIS was 
born, a split from Al 
Qaeda of Iraq. 

The broad "caliph- 
ate" ISIS advertises may appeal to a historic sense 
of pan- Arab solidarity and to Islam's Golden Age. 
But at bottom its aim is to carve out a capitalist 
state for itself, enriched by local oil revenues, 
to rule over the populace with a fanatical anti- 
worker, anti-woman sectarian ideology. There 
is nothing progressive in ISIS' politics. 


The current s\ 
by decades of 

divide-and 


The road forward. Given this history, sup- 
porting U.S. military action against ISIS can 
only exacerbate sectarian divisions and shed 
more blood. Workers, women, and other forces 
fighting for revolutionary democratic change 
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by Steve Hoffman 

Clearly war is still hell, since every day 22 U.S. veterans take 
their lives, and the suicide rate for active duty soldiers is more than 
50 percent higher than for civilians. But politicians and military 
commanders just slap a "hero" label on those returning from 
battle or leaving the service. Then these same soldiers are denied 
decent pay, housing fit to live in, and adequate care to deal with 
the devastating physical and mental damage inflicted by war. 

Military Sexual Trauma. Or MST, is another form of hell 
caused by persistent sexual harassment, unwanted sexual ad- 
vances, assault and rape. It often leads to Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). One in four women — and 1 in 100 men 
— tell health screeners at the Veteran's Administration 
(VA) that they have suffered from MST. The stigma at- 
tached to being abused, plus widespread retaliation 
for reporting it, mean that most of the trauma goes 
unreported. 

The military command has stern disci- 
plinary measures it could use to rein in this 
scourge. Their refusal to deal with MST is 
a reflection and consequence of the de- 
humanization process that is employed 
to convince working class soldiers that 
they must kill other workers. During the 
Vietnam War ugly epithets were routinely 
used to demonize the enemy, as is being 
done against Arab peoples today. In a racist 
and macho culture, rape and assault are 
also tolerated. 

Meanwhile, the war makers care little 
about the humanity of GIs who suffer from 
PTSD. Twenty percent of Iraq vets suffer from 
it. Nightmares, flashbacks, outbursts of anger, 
alcohol abuse, and fear of crowded elevators 
can be what their typical day looks like. 

But an overwhelmed VA leaves patients lan- 
guishing on waiting lists. Retired VA employee 
Gil Veyna describes his experience, saying, 

"In general vets relate to VA staff, because 
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benefits because they have "bad paper," meaning a less than 
Honorable Discharge. Often these veterans had undiagnosed PTSD 
while serving that caused them to be aggressive. So they were 
discharged for bad conduct, leaving them caught in a no-benefit 
Catch 22 when they seek treatment for mental illness resulting 
from their time in the armed forces. 

Poverty in the ranks. While active duty soldiers get plenty of 
praise on Memorial Day, they don't do as well on pay day. Enlisted 
pay starts around $15,000 a year. It goes up with time served and 
with subsidies for housing and families with children. But the 
subsidies fall short, as seen by the huge rise in demand reported 
by food banks near bases since the start of the Great Recession. 

One reason for the high need is that military spouses between 
the age of 18 and 24 have a 30 percent unemployment rate. Not 
surprising, since they move frequently and lack a stable support 
network. And military housing allowances — unlike Section 8 
housing for civilians — are counted as income when applying 


Sleeping under a sign for luxury condos in Manhattan, New York. In 
the U.S. over 57,000 veterans are homeless on any given night. 


eality 


the struggles of working and afflicted 
erywhere. Because the people who do 
)f this world will never stop struggling 
s exploitation, the lies, and the bombs, 
corrigible, as Clara Fraser wrote in a 1 99 1 
2 against the first Gulf War. And in that 
pe for the future. □ 

edback to FSnews@mindspring.com. 


Soldiers are Uncle Sam’s 
most disposable workers 










[ERICAN 


TURIES’ 


they have wrought 


arted bombing Iraq again, President Obama made a 
Base in Tampa, Florida to build support for the new 
e leaders of this major command center, which over 
iddle East. He gave prominent salutes to MacDill's 
and, which conducts covert and clandestine mis 
courage and sacrifices of the armed forces. 

) up and offering a future of prog- 
Id them, "protected by patriots 

iry, just like the last century, Jp ■ 

‘rica. It will be and is an Amer- 


cles on these pages present 
the opposite perspective. 


Publisher Henry W. Luce, originator 
of the term "American Century." 


Disorder (PTSD). One in four women — and 1 in 100 men 
— tell health screeners at the Veteran's Administration 
(VA) that they have suffered from MST. The stigma at- 
tached to being abused, plus widespread retaliation 
for reporting it, mean that most of the trauma goes 
unreported. 

The military command has stern disci- 
plinary measures it could use to rein in this 
scourge. Their refusal to deal with MST is 
a reflection and consequence of the de- 
humanization process that is employed 
to convince working class soldiers that 
they must kill other workers. During the 
Vietnam War ugly epithets were routinely 
used to demonize the enemy, as is being 
done against Arab peoples today. In a racist 
and macho culture, rape and assault are 
also tolerated. 

Meanwhile, the war makers care little 
about the humanity of GIs who suffer from 
PTSD. Twenty percent of Iraq vets suffer from 
it. Nightmares, flashbacks, outbursts of anger, 
alcohol abuse, and fear of crowded elevators 
can be what their typical day looks like. 

But an overwhelmed VA leaves patients lan- 
guishing on waiting lists. Retired VA employee 
Gil Veyna describes his experience, saying, 

"In general vets relate to VA staff, because 
many of them are also veterans. They have 
an understanding of what their fellow vets have 
gone through, both the physical and mental. The 
VA would work well if it were staffed like it should 
be and there was more emphasis on care and less on 
bureaucratic paperwork." 

Many wounded vets are ineligible for healthcare 


One reason for the high need is that military spouses between 
the age of 18 and 24 have a 30 percent unemployment rate. Not 
surprising, since they move frequently and lack a stable support 
network. And military housing allowances — unlike Section 8 
housing for civilians — are counted as income when applying 
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basis of grievances that linger from overpowered 
popular struggles. 

In 1979, a popular revolution overthrew the 
CIA-backed Shah of Iran. Lacking a revolution- 
ary leadership, power was assumed by the best 
organized institution at the time — the Shiite 
clerics. From 1980-88, theU.S. assisted the Sunni- 
based Iraqi government of Saddam Hussein to 
fight Iran. An unreliable dictator, Hussein was 
eventually replaced in 2006 with Maliki's Shiite- 
based government, which proceeded to arrest, 
torture, and murder Iraqi Sunnis. 

But Maliki found an ally in Teheran, so the 
U.S. launched sanctions against Iranians, using 
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are steadfastly opposed to ISIS' fundamentalist 
ideology. But the U.S. has spared no effort to 
suppress the popular rebellions. It successfully 
blocked anti-aircraft weaponry from reaching 
Syrian forces against Assad. It led the bombings 
on Libya after Qaddafi was toppled. It looked 
the other way when Saudi Arabia sent troops 
into Bahrain in 2012 to quell a democratic up- 
rising. The U.S. fears the democratic uprisings 
more than anything, because of its potential 
for anti-capitalist revolution. 

Thus, while imperialism's plunder has pro- 
voked resistance from the masses, it has also 
suppressed their just struggles for democratic 
reforms, giving increasingly fanatical fundamen- 
talists the banner of leadership. Imperialism, 
not Islam, set the stage for this. 

The recent Middle East insurrections have 
tried mightily to confront entrenched dictators 
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for food stamps. This pushes many families above the income 
threshold for receiving help. 

Beryl Durazo, who is married to a Marine, recalls how Ramen 
noodles was one of their basic meals for months. "That's not 
healthy at all, but, unfortunately, if that's what you can afford 
that's what it comes down to." 

Living in military housing often becomes a stint in purga- 
tory. For decades the armed forces has been moving toward 
privatized housing. This may save money, but accountability 
goes out the leaky window. For example, a pervasive prob- 
lem has been toxic mold in housing complexes operated by 
companies like Lincoln Military Housing. When residents 
sued the corporation to resolve the problem, company 
lawyers claimed immunity because they are carrying out 
what used to be a government function. 

President Obama is not about to help. He used his pow- 
ers to cut the projected military pay raise for 2014 nearly 
in half, making it a stingy one percent. This is the smallest 
raise in half a century. 


Time for a union? Less than livable wages, extremely 
dangerous working conditions, severe restrictions on 
free-speech rights, a special justice system that gives local 
commanders power to mete out harsh discipline (including 
imprisonment) ... could there be a set of workers more in 
need of a union? 

This is not a far out idea. European countries like Germany 
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gone through, both the physical and mental. The 
VA would work well if it were staffed like it should 
be and there was more emphasis on care and less on 
bureaucratic paperwork." 

Many wounded vets are ineligible for healthcare 
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basis of grievances that linger from overpowered 
popular struggles. 

In 1979, a popular revolution overthrew the 
CIA-backed Shah of Iran. Lacking a revolution- 
ary leadership, power was assumed by the best 
organized institution at the time — the Shiite 
clerics. From 1980-88, the U.S. assisted the Sunni- 
based Iraqi government of Saddam Hussein to 
fight Iran. An unreliable dictator, Hussein was 
eventually replaced in 2006 with Maliki's Shiite- 
based government, which proceeded to arrest, 
torture, and murder Iraqi Sunnis. 

But Maliki found an ally in Teheran, so the 
U.S. launched sanctions against Iranians, using 
the pretext of alarm over nuclear weapons. At the 
same time Saudi Arabia funded all sorts of Sunni 
fundamentalists to counter both Iran and Syria. 
In this spiraling conflict between rival capitalist 
powers, cloaked in 
sectarian ideology, 
and encouraged by 
imperialists, ISIS was 
born, a split from A1 
Qaeda of Iraq. 

The broad "caliph- 
ate" ISIS advertises may appeal to a historic sense 
of pan-Arab solidarity and to Islam's Golden Age. 
But at bottom its aim is to carve out a capitalist 
state for itself, enriched by local oil revenues, 
to rule over the populace with a fanatical anti- 
worker, anti-woman sectarian ideology. There 
is nothing progressive in ISIS' politics. 

The road forward. Given this history, sup- 
porting U.S. military action against ISIS can 
only exacerbate sectarian divisions and shed 
more blood. Workers, women, and other forces 
fighting for revolutionary democratic change 


The current stage was set 
by decades of imperialist 
divide-and-conquer. 


are steadfastly opposed to ISIS' fundamentalist 
ideology. But the U.S. has spared no effort to 
suppress the popular rebellions. It successfully 
blocked anti-aircraft weaponry from reaching 
Syrian forces against Assad. It led the bombings 
on Libya after Qaddafi was toppled. It looked 
the other way when Saudi Arabia sent troops 
into Bahrain in 2012 to quell a democratic up- 
rising. The U.S. fears the democratic uprisings 
more than anything, because of its potential 
for anti-capitalist revolution. 

Thus, while imperialism's plunder has pro- 
voked resistance from the masses, it has also 
suppressed their just struggles for democratic 
reforms, giving increasingly fanatical fundamen- 
talists the banner of leadership. Imperialism, 
not Islam, set the stage for this. 

The recent Middle East insurrections have 
tried mightily to confront entrenched dictators 
and U.S. invasions. The Arab Spring, which swept 
away the rulers of Tunisia and Egypt and Libya, 
presses on, and its heart continues to beat in 
Syria, Palestine, Bahrain, and elsewhere, despite 

severe repression. 

Military interven- 
tion into Iraq and 
Syria is not the an- 
swer to ISIS. Absent 
a strong anthwar 
movement, it is vital 
for leftists and all activists for peace and justice 
to lambast the policies of our government. And 
to support, in every way possible, non-sectar- 
ian organizing for democratic social change in 
the Middle East, unionists against repression, 
Palestinian and Kurdish liberation movements, 
and all the women of the region. 

These are the only forces capable of overcom- 
ing fundamentalist politics and forging a united 
struggle against further imperialist travesty in 
the Middle East. □ 

Contact: fspbaltimore@hotmail.com. 


threshold for receiving help. 

Beryl Durazo, who is married to a Marine, recalls how Ramen 
noodles was one of their basic meals for months. "That's not 
healthy at all, but, unfortunately, if that's what you can afford 
that's what it comes down to." 

Living in military housing often becomes a stint in purga- 
tory. For decades the armed forces has been moving toward 
privatized housing. This may save money, but accountability 
goes out the leaky window. For example, a pervasive prob- 
lem has been toxic mold in housing complexes operated by 
companies like Lincoln Military Housing. When residents 
sued the corporation to resolve the problem, company 
lawyers claimed immunity because they are carrying out 
what used to be a government function. 

President Obama is not about to help. He used his pow- 
ers to cut the projected military pay raise for 2014 nearly 
in half, making it a stingy one percent. This is the smallest 
raise in half a century. 


Time for a union? Less than livable wages, extremely 
dangerous working conditions, severe restrictions on 
free-speech rights, a special justice system that gives local 
commanders power to mete out harsh discipline (including 
imprisonment) ... could there be a set of workers more in 
need of a union? 

This is not a far out idea. European countries like Germany 
and the Netherlands have unionized militaries. During 
the Vietnam War GIs questioned the war and were fed up 
with racial discrimination and other forms of repression. 
Many united to form the American Serviceman's Union, 
which had 15,000 members at its peak in 1970. In 1976 
the American Federation of Government Employees was 
considering a union drive. 

Top brass were not about to cede any of their control over 
an armed force whose job it was to enforce imperialist aims 
and keep workers in line all over the globe. In 1977 they 
issued a Defense Department directive that bans soldiers 
from joining or organizing a military labor organization. 

The GI movement did gain some free speech rights for 
service members, such as attending antiwar protests off 
base. But one needs a union to exercise rights in a workplace 
where troublemakers are often tossed in jail. 

Only an organization that unites the military's ranks can 
raise their standard of living and secure decent healthcare 
for veterans. And if such a union could eventually win the 
right to strike? Now there's a potential peace movement 
that all antiwar activists should support. □ 

Steve Hoffman, a U.S. Navy veteran, is a staff union 
shop steward at a Seattle community college. He can 
be reached at stevhoff@earthlink.net. 
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Estalla en Mexico la indignation por la 
masacre de estudiantes por parte del Gobierno 

de Megan Cornish 


En Mexico, existe una terrible historia 
de represion. El 2 de octubre de 1968, la 
policia federal abrio fuego contra estu- 
diantes que se manifestaban en la zona 
de Tlatelolco en la Ciudad de Mexico. 
Mataron un numero desconocido de 
personas — entre 300 y miles, lastima- 
ron a muchos mas y arrestaron a mas de 
1,300. Este ano, estudiantes de la escuela 
normal rural de Ayotzinapa, en el estado 
de Guerrero, se estaban 
organizando el 26 de 
septiembre para asistir a 
la conmemoracion anual 
de la masacre de 1968, cuando la policia 
los detuvo y les disparo repetidas veces. 
Se sabe que el ataque dejo a seis personas 
muertas, 25 heridos y 43 secuestrados y 
"desaparecidos". 

En 1968, los obedientes medios de 
comunicacion apoyaron la mentira del 
gobierno que los estudiantes dispararon 
primero, y muchos lo creyeron. Esta vez, 
las cosas fueron distintas. El pais entero 
estallo en protestas que continuaron 
hasta noviembre cuando el FS imprimia 
su periodico. Los mexicanos han sufri- 
do un estimado de 70,000 asesinatos 
y 22,000 desapariciones — segun los 
propios informes menos que fiables del 
gobierno — desde el inicio de la "guerra 
contra las droga" financiada por Estados 
Unidos. 

Se ha desenmascarado la completa- 
mente corrupta colusion de los politicos 
con las mega-corporaciones y carteles de 
la droga. Su inmunidad judicial demues- 
tra la bancarrota del Estado mexicano y 
de sus tres partidos gobernantes. Ahora 
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millones en realidad ha sido utilizado por 
los militares y la policia federal y local 
para hacer la guerra contra los jovenes, 
los indigenas y los pobres que protestan 
contra las intolerables condiciones de 
vida. Esta es la cara mexicana del capi- 
talismo de hoy. 

Las comunidades se han visto obli- 
gadas a organizarse en defensa propia. 
Muchos estados han formado ya sea 
fuerzas policiales comunitarias indi- 
genas, protegidas por la Constitution 
federal, o auto-defensas, 
organismos similares en 
zonas no indigenas. Estas 
ultimas son igualmente 
necesarias, pero no las sanciona la ley. 
Los gobiernos federates y estatales han 
atacado con sana ambos grupos de 
defensa civil, al tiempo que protegen 
a los carteles de la droga y las corpo- 
raciones. 

Nestora Salgado fue arrestada en agos- 
to de 2013 durante las detenciones en 
masa de la policia comunitaria y las auto- 
defensas. En junio de 2014, el Dr. Jose Mi- 


mismo mes. El 30 de junio, los soldados 
federates dispararon contra 22 jovenes 
desarmados al estilo de fusilamiento 
en la zona de Tlatlaya en el Estado de 
Mexico. El inmencionable crimen en 
Iguala fue la ultima gota. 

Protestas explosivas. En el ultimo 
ano, ha ido creciendo el apoyo nacional 
e internacional para Nestora Salgado y 
unos 400 presos politicos mas. El Parti- 
do Obrero Socialista (POS) en Mexico y 
el Partido de Libertad Socialista en los 
EE.UU., con el apoyo de los partidos 
aliados del Comite para el Reagrupa- 
miento Internacional Revolucionario 
(CRIR), han dirigido la formation del 
frente unido en los EE.UU., Mexico y 
otros paises . 

Tras la desaparicion de los estudian- 
tes, estallaron las protestas de decenas 
de mites de personas en todo el pais y 
el mundo. La manifestation del 2 de 
octubre en la Ciudad de Mexico en 
conmemoracion de la masacre de 1968 
y en protesta por las desapariciones en 


ciudades, incluso de la ciudad natal de 
Nestora Salgado de Olinala, en la que 
el alcalde maquino su detention. Los 
insurgentes se comprometen a estable- 
cer los gobiernos populares en todo el 
estado. El gobernador de Guerrero, Angel 
Aguirre Rivero, se vio obligado a tomar 
un "permiso indefinido." Continuan 
las protestas contra la complicidad del 
presidente Pena Nieto y el recien nom- 
brado gobernador de Guerrero, Salvador 
Rogelio Ortega en el encubrimiento de 
los acontecimientos. 

Partidos gobernantes de Mexico. 

Tres partidos aliados contra el pueblo 
dirigen el pais. El PRI (Partido Revolucio- 
nario Institutional) domino la politica 
durante 71 anos a partir de 1929 hasta 
2000, llegando a ser cada vez mas corrup- 
to y conservador. El actual presidente, 
Enrique Pena Nieto, representa al PRI 
y ha dedicado su gobierno a continuar 
con la privatization de los recursos y a 
imponer recortes a la education. 

Al conservador PAN (Partido de Ac- 
tion Nacional) lo respaldan 
los intereses empresariales y la 
Iglesia catolica. El PRD (Partido 
de la Revolution Democratica) 
fue fundado en 1989 por un 
grupo de antiguos miembros 
del PRI y los izquierdistas de- 
dicados a la reforma, no a la 
revolution, incluido el Partido 
Comunista Mexicano. Tanto el 
gobernador de Guerrero y el 
alcalde de Iguala pertenecen 
al PRD, lo que demuestra que 
son tan corruptos como el PRI. 
Algunos miembros del PRD 
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This article appears in 
English on page 4. 
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orgamzando el 26 de 
septiembre para asistir a 
la conmemoracion anual 
de la masacre de 1968, cuando la policia 
los detuvo y les disparo repetidas veces. 
Se sabe que el ataque dejo a seis personas 
muertas, 25 heridos y 43 secuestrados y 
"desaparecidos". 

En 1968, los obedientes medios de 
comunicacion apoyaron la mentira del 
gobierno que los estudiantes dispararon 
primero, y muchos lo creyeron. Esta vez, 
las cosas fueron distintas. El pais entero 
estallo en protestas que continuaron 
hasta noviembre cuando el FS imprimia 
su periodico. Los mexicanos han sufri- 
do un estimado de 70,000 asesinatos 
y 22,000 desapariciones — segun los 
propios informes menos que fiables del 
gobierno — desde el inicio de la "guerra 
contra las droga" financiada por Estados 
Unidos. 

Se ha desenmascarado la completa- 
mente corrupta colusion de los politicos 
con las mega-corporaciones y carteles de 
la droga. Su inmunidad judicial demues- 
tra la bancarrota del Estado mexicano y 
de sus tres partidos gobernantes. Ahora 
la gente esta tratando de decidir como 
crear un cambio significativo. 


This article appears in 
English on page 4. 


orgamsmos similar^ en 
zonas no indigenas. Estas 
ultimas son igualmente 
necesarias, pero no las sanciona la ley. 
Los gobiernos federates y estatales han 
atacado con sana ambos grupos de 
defensa civil, al tiempo que protegen 
a los carteles de la droga y las corpo- 
raciones. 

Nestora Salgado fue arrestada en agos- 
to de 2013 durante las detenciones en 
masa de la policia comunitaria y las auto- 
defensas. En junio de 2014, el Dr. Jose Mi- 


El neoliberalismo 
y el trafico de 
drogas. La violen- 
cia fomentada por 
los carteles obtiene la 
mayor parte de la aten- 
cion de los medios, 
pero es solo una parte 
de la historia. Desde 
que fue promulgado 
el Tratado de Libre Co- 
mercio de America del 
Norte en 1994, la elite 
de Mexico ha estado 
privatizando recursos 
como el petroleo y la 
electricidad, tratando de 
arrebatarles la tierra a las 
comunidades indigenas 
para las empresas mineras 
y proyectos de construc- 
tion a gran escala, como la presa La 
Parota, y cortando los fondos para la 
educacion . En este contexto llego la 
"guerra contra las drogas" a Mexico 
— la Iniciativa Merida financiada por 
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aliados del Comite para el Reagrupa- 
miento Internacional Revolucionario 
(CRIR), han dirigido la formation del 
frente unido en los EE.UU., Mexico y 
otros paises . 

Tras la desaparicion de los estudian- 
tes, estallaron las protestas de decenas 
de miles de personas en todo el pais y 
el mundo. La manifestation del 2 de 
octubre en la Ciudad de Mexico en 
conmemoracion de la masacre de 1968 
y en protesta por las desapariciones en 


Partidos gobernantes de Mexico. 

Tres partidos aliados contra el pueblo 
dirigen el pais. El PRI (Partido Revolucio- 
nario Institucional) domino la politica 
durante 71 anos a partir de 1929 hasta 
2000, llegando a ser cada vez mas corrup- 
to y conservador. El actual presidente, 
Enrique Pena Nieto, representa al PRI 
y ha dedicado su gobierno a continuar 
con la privatization de los recursos y a 
imponer recortes a la educacion. 

Al conservador PAN (Partido de Ac- 

cion National) lo respaldan 

los intereses empresariales y la 
Iglesia catolica. El PRD (Partido 
de la Revolucion Democratica) 
fue fundado en 1989 por un 
grupo de antiguos miembros 
del PRI y los izquierdistas de- 
dicados a la reforma, no a la 
revolucion, incluido el Partido 
Comunista Mexicano. Tanto el 
gobernador de Guerrero y el 
alcalde de Iguala pertenecen 
al PRD, lo que demuestra que 
son tan corruptos como el PRI. 
Algunos miembros del PRD 
piden la liberation de Salgado 
y la justicia para los estudian- 
tes. Pero como ha advertido el 
trotskista POS, si esos miem- 
bros no rompen con el PRD, 
e solo serviran para camuflar el 
| papel del partido en la defensa 
: del status quo. 


Monterrey, Mexico, 8 de octubre de 2014 — Una mujer en una 
marcha de apoyo a los estudiantes "desaparecidos" por la policia 
en Iguala, Guerrero. 


relesValver- 
de y unos 
doscientos 
simpati- 
zantes fue- 
ron arrestados 
para bloquear su lucha contra el cartel 
de los Caballeros Templarios, el cual 
se ha apoderado del puerto de Lazaro 
Cardenas, en Michoacan. Marco Anto- 
nio Suastegui Munoz, lider de la exitosa 
lucha para detener la construction de 
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Iguala, atrajo a 25,000 personas. Hubo 
manifestaciones en al menos 25 estados 
de la Republica, y en 10 ciudades de 
Guerrero, entre ellos una de 50,000 en 
la capital del estado el 8 de octubre. Se 
llevaron a cabo protestas internaciona- 
les en mas de 15 paises. Universidades 
y colegios rurales de Mexico montaron 
huelgas de tres dias. 

En Guerrero, los estudiantes y los 
miembros de la Union Nacional de 
Trabaj adores de la Educacion se han 


I EE.UU. es complice. La falta 
1 de objeciones serias por parte 
del gobierno de los Estados 
Unidos demuestra que respalda 
la brutalidad de Mexico contra 
activistas y grupos politicos de 
izquierda. Su ayuda de la "gue- 
rra contra las drogas" se utiliza 
solo como pretende EE.UU. — para la 
represion. 

Es por eso que las personas que tra- 
baj an al norte de la frontera necesitan 
apoyar la batalla a muerte que asola a 
Mexico. Hacia el sur, la corrupcion y las 
matanzas demuestran claramente que 
el sistema de lucro no puede garantizar 
ni siquiera la seguridad mas basica ni la 
supervivencia del pueblo de Mexico. □ 
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E1 neoliberalismo 
y el trafico de 
drogas. La violen- 
cia fomentada por 
los carteles obtiene la 
mayor parte de la aten- 
cion de los medios, 
pero es solo una parte 
de la historia. Desde 
que fue promulgado 
el Tratado de Libre Co- 
mercio de America del 
Norte en 1994, la elite 
de Mexico ha estado 
privatizando recursos 
como el petroleo y la 
electricidad, tratando de 
arrebatarles la tierra a las 
comunidades indigenas 
para las empresas mineras 
y proyectos de construc- 
tion a gran escala, como la presa La 
Parota, y cortando los fondos para la 
educacion . En este contexto llego la 
"guerra contra las drogas" a Mexico 
— la Iniciativa Merida financiada por 
Estados Unidos. Su programa de $ 2,400 


■Sigan a "^'uc sabc- 

pr Tve a rfect’amente flue al 

rnos pen - nyxv ione d ue 
a ° Wer "u*o sV!orJes, 
seam % rasedos, por eso 

Oo n 


unos retrasados, P or _ es f n 

r 

a los muchacnos ^ ^ „ 
ndo, d 

Nestora 


durJeU 2ZZJ. 


freenestora.org 


Monterrey, Mexico, 8 de octubre de 2014 — Una mujer 
marcha de apoyo a los estudiantes "desaparecidos" por la 
en Iguala, Guerrero. 


relesValver- 
de y unos 
doscientos 
simpati- 
zantes fue- 
ron arrestados 
para bloquear su lucha contra el cartel 
de los Caballeros Templarios, el cual 
se ha apoderado del puerto de Lazaro 
Cardenas, en Michoacan. Marco Anto- 
nio Suastegui Munoz, lider de la exitosa 
lucha para detener la construction de 
la Presa La Parota, fue encarcelado el 


Iguala, atrajo a 25,000 personas. Hubo 
manifestaciones en al menos 25 estados 
de la Republica, y en 10 ciudades de 
Guerrero, entre ellos una de 50,000 en 
la capital del estado el 8 de octubre. Se 
llevaron a cabo protestas internaciona- 
les en mas de 15 paises. Universidades 
y colegios rurales de Mexico montaron 
huelgas de tres dias. 

En Guerrero, los estudiantes y los 
miembros de la Union Nacional de 
Trabaj adores de la Educacion se han 
apoderado del gobierno de al menos 28 


tes. Pero como ha advertido el 
trotskista POS, si esos miem- 
bros no rompen con el PRD, 
sc solo serviran para camuflar el 
| papel del partido en la defensa 
* del status quo. 
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| EE.UU. es complice. La falta 
e de objeciones serias por parte 
^del gobierno de los Estados 
Unidos demuestra que respalda 
en una la brutalidadde Mexico contra 
policia activistas y grupos politicos de 
izquierda. Su ayuda de la "gue- 
rra contra las drogas" se utiliza 
solo como pretende EE.UU. — para la 
represion. 

Es por eso que las personas que tra- 
baj an al norte de la frontera necesitan 
apoyar la batalla a muerte que asola a 
Mexico. Hacia el sur, la corruption y las 
matanzas demuestran claramente que 
el sistema de lucro no puede garantizar 
ni siquiera la seguridad mas basica ni la 
supervivencia del pueblo de Mexico. □ 

Contacta la autora en FSnews@ 
mindspring.com. 


... Harlem 


from the cover 

not all of her demands for free 
space were granted. 

Yet New York City's new 
Democratic Mayor Bill de Bla- 
sio, despite prior demagogic 
anti-charter campaign slogan- 
eering, awarded her five new 
charters out of the eight she 
requested. Overall, he approved 
36 of 45 charter applications to 
"co-locate" in public schools, 
i.e. to get free rent. 

Harlem's charter schools, ea- 
ger to engineer higher test scores 
and attract more students, select 
their own students, which pub- 


lic schools aren't allowed to do. 
Harlem's public school children 
are much poorer, more are Eng- 
lish language learners, and more 
have special needs. Parents have 
protested the exceptional privi- 
leges given to charter schools at 
public expense. 

In a 2012 rally against Mos- 
ko witz's Success Academy char- 
ter sharing space at Wadleigh 
Secondary School of Performing 
Arts, parents chanted "separate 
is unequal." 

Hedge funds and charters. 

The connection between gentri- 
fied real estate development and 
charter schools is not coinciden- 
tal. In December 2009, the New 
York Times reported on the huge 


interest Wall Street hedge funds 
were taking in charters, noting 
that "hedge funds managers ... 
dominate the boards of many 
of the city's charter schools" 
like Harlem Success Academy 4, 
and that "in New York, hedge 
funds are at the movement's 
epicenter." These speculators 
like the "incredible cash flow" 
of charters, where they can 
double their money in seven 
years due to a special federal 
tax credit. 

They also drool over the non- 
unionized teacher work force. 

Commenting on the hedge 
fund interest in charters, edu- 
cation activist Barbara Miner 
wrote that "Real estate obvi- 
ously plays a role, as Harlem 


and the South Bronx are the 
poor neighborhoods most ripe 
for gentrification." 

Stop the privatization. 

Gentrification in Harlem is 
based on ignoring the needs 
of Harlem's longstanding resi- 
dents. The wealthy move in and 
the poor are forced out. It is all 
driven by the profit motive, and 
if some people suffer, "that's 
how capitalism works." 

But the people of Harlem 
have a right to stay, and live 
in decent, well-maintained 
housing. They have a right to 
housing they can afford. This 
is not the same as "affordable 
housing," a legal term that al- 
lows 30 percent of a person's 


income to go to rent. 

Harlem children have a right 
to high quality public schools 
staffed by union teachers, 
with smaller class sizes, more 
resources, and better learning 
environments. 

Democrats and Republicans 
back charter school entre- 
preneurs and public housing 
budget cutters. Only when 
Harlem residents organize inde- 
pendently of these charlatans, 
for quality public housing, equi- 
table funding for public schools, 
and a community say in all local 
economic decisions, can their 
dreams be realized. □ 

Contact the author at 
fspbaltimore@hotmail.com. 
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Events in New York pose electoral questions once more 


Should socialists align with Greens and liberals? 


by Elias Holtz 


In the November 2014 election season, voter par- 
ticipation hit a record low. This is more than just a 
mid-term slump. Voters are increasingly alienated 
from the two major parties. Only slightly more than 
a third of eligible voters participated nationally. And 
of the minority who are registered, a record 42 percent 
ditched the Democrats and Republicans to identify as 
independents. Clearly, more and more people are fed 
up with the status quo of ever falling wages and reduced 
social benefits. So, socialist groups should be poised to 
attract many who are looking for an alternative. 

But how should socialists participate in elections? 
Despite the recent Seattle City Council win of open 
socialist Kshama Sawant, many groups (including 
Sawant's own) think their best bet is to join with 
almost any liberal third 
party whenever possible 
— at the expense of their 
own message. 


Any third party that doesn't make clear that the 
interests of workers are diametrically opposed to those 
of big business, is simply part of the problem. Without 
this guiding principle, if a third party ever wins at the 
ballot box, it instantly moves to sell out its program. 

Any socialists who think otherwise need only 
look to recent history in Europe. In the United King- 
dom, Greens in 
office joined with 
Liberal Democrat 
and Conservative 
parties to enact 
anti-worker bud- 
get cuts. German 
Greens joined co- 
alitions with pro- 
capitalists to stall 


Sawant (an SA leader) devoted much of her speech to 
pressing Sanders, who was the chair, to run. 

Sanders replied that he's not interested in an "edu- 
cational campaign . . . where you only win 2 percent of 
the vote." The National Journal clarified in November 
that Sanders is actually angling to be drafted to run 
under the Democrat banner. This is entirely consistent 


The Hawkins/Jones 
campaign. In New York 
State, Socialist Party's Howie 
Hawkins and International So- 
cialist Organization's (ISO) Brian 
Jones teamed up to run for Gov- 
ernor and Lieutenant Governor 
on the Green Party ticket. Even 
though the platform was filled 
with socialist-inspired solutions, 
it was scrubbed free of an anti- 
capitalist analysis of the system. 
What resulted was a fundamen- 
tally flawed campaign. 

For example, when Hawkins 
participated in a televised de- 
bate against Democrat Andrew 
Cuomo, he called himself a "pro- 
gressive," and spent his airtime 
on platform issues like education 
and fracking. But he left out the 


Right: progressive U.S. Senator Bernie Sand- 
ers, whom Socialist Alternative is urging to 
run for president. Below: socialists Brian Jones 
and Howie Hawkins, candidates for the Green 
Party in the 2014 New York governor's race. 




with his longtime cozy re- 
lationship with the party 
establishment. 

He may make refreshing 
anti-Wall Street speeches, 
but his voting record 
speaks to his dedication 
to the pro-war status quo. 
He joined the 9-11 rush to 
back the war in Afghani- 
stan, and while he voted 
o against the invasion of Iraq 
-| that followed, he has voted 
$ repeatedly for war funding 
g and military budgets. He 
u supports Israel's murder- 
ous bombings of Palestin- 
ians in Gaza. He is squarely on 
the side of the military profiteers 
on foreign policy. 

Socialist Alternative's eager- 
ness to align with Sanders despite 
a track record that crosses class 
lines is nothing new. SA has 
a history of supporting Green 
and independent pro-capitalist 
candidates. All they ask is that 
the aspirant not be a Democrat 
z — and not belong to another 
^socialist group. This stance pits 
£ it against effectively promoting 


| systemic change. 


| Past time for a socialist 
^electoral alliance. Gallup 




Despite the recent Seattle City Council win of open 
socialist Kshama Sawant, many groups (including 
Sawant's own) think their best bet is to join with 
almost any liberal third 
party whenever possible 
— at the expense of their 
own message. 


Greens joined co- 
alitions with pro- 
capitalists to stall 


Right: progressive U.S. Senator Bernie Sand- 
ers, whom Socialist Alternative is urging to 
run for president. Below: socialists Brian Jones 
and Howie Hawkins, candidates for the Green 
Party in the 2014 New York governor's race. 


The Hawkins/Jones 
campaign. In New York 
State, Socialist Party's Howie 
Hawkins and International So- 
cialist Organization's (ISO) Brian 
Jones teamed up to run for Gov- 
ernor and Lieutenant Governor 
on the Green Party ticket. Even 
though the platform was filled 
with socialist-inspired solutions, 
it was scrubbed free of an anti- 
capitalist analysis of the system. 

What resulted was a fundamen- 
tally flawed campaign. 

For example, when Hawkins 
participated in a televised de- 
bate against Democrat Andrew 
Cuomo, he called himself a "pro- 
gressive," and spent his airtime 
on platform issues like education 
and fracking. But he left out the 
big picture of how the fiber rich run New York State. 
He didn't call out Cuomo for his neo-liberal program 
of tax cuts for the rich and wage freezes for workers. 

As Jones wrote in the journal Jacobin after the 
election, "Hawkins and I are both socialists, but this 
campaign didn't emphasize the distinct contributions 
of socialism and socialist ideas. Instead it put forward, 
broadly speaking, an independent working-class 
agenda for reform." What Jones and Hawkins don't 
get is that there's no such thing as an independent 
working-class agenda unless it clearly identifies the 
enemy of working people — capitalism. 

What is wrong with the Democrats and Republicans 
is not fundamentally found in their platforms. The 
Democrats routinely ignore their progressive platform 
planks as soon as they are in office. The underlying 
problem is that both parties represent the interests of 
big business ; The Republicans by arguing that what's 
good for multinational corporations is good for ev- 
eryone, and the Democrats by pretending to offer an 
alternative that is pro-labor, pro-environment, pro- 
women — fill in the blank — while actually delivering 
whatever big business wants. 


opposition to nuclear power, curtail civil liberties and 
support NATO bombings. 

Hawkins' soft-peddling of socialism was manda- 
tory. To get with the Greens, you have to stick to 
their program, which is explicitly not anti-capitalist. 
This orientation showed in the Greens' attempt to 
unite with the Working Families Party (WFP), which 
identifies as pro-labor. But WFP rebuffed them because 
it primarily endorses Democrats. It claims to stick to 
pro-labor candidates, but made a mockery of that as- 
sertion by endorsing Cuomo! 

Both the Greens and WFP are reformists. They 
preach the gospel that capitalism can be reformed 
— against consistent evidence to the contrary. By run- 
ning as Greens, Hawkins and Jones failed to offer the 
only real solution to ruling class politics as usual. 

Bernie Sanders — not independent of the 
profit system. Socialist Alternative (SA) is pushing 
Bernie Sanders to run for President in 2016. Sanders is 
a long time senator from Vermont and an independent 
who identifies as a "democratic socialist." At a forum on 
climate change in New York City in September 2014, 


to tne pro-war status quo. 
He joined the 9-11 rush to 
back the war in Afghani- 
stan, and while he voted 
o against the invasion of Iraq 
2 that followed, he has voted 
is repeatedly for war funding 
n and military budgets. He 
! supports Israel's murder- 
ous bombings of Palestin- 
ians in Gaza. He is squarely on 
the side of the military profiteers 
on foreign policy. 

Socialist Alternative's eager- 
ness to align with Sanders despite 
a track record that crosses class 
lines is nothing new. SA has 
a history of supporting Green 
and independent pro-capitalist 
candidates. All they ask is that 
the aspirant not be a Democrat 
— and not belong to another 
socialist group. This stance pits 
it against effectively promoting 
systemic change. 

Past time for a socialist 
electoral alliance. Gallup 
polls show growing support for 
socialism, with 39 percent favoring it. This disenchant- 
ment with capitalism means there is huge potential to 
capture the interest of working-class Americans with 
an out and proud socialist campaign. 

The way to build support for socialism at the polls 
is to create a clear socialist electoral alliance — where 
socialist parties and independents run candidates on 
a principled, anti-capitalist program. If groups like ISO 
and SA rose above their competitiveness to collaborate 
with other socialists, as the Freedom Socialist Party has 
advocated for years, a powerful coalition could be built 
that could get on the ballot and also mobilize people 
for protests, strikes and other drives. 

Such a coalition could explain that socialism is the 
only way to deliver shared abundance and solve the 
social problems that the super rich ignore. It could be 
the first step to creating a real party of the 99 percent 
that not only criticizes capitalism, but contends to 
replace it — that not only speaks truth to power, but 
prepares to take it. □ 

Contact the author at FSnews@mindspring.com. 
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He didn't call out Cuomo for his neo-liberal program 
of tax cuts for the rich and wage freezes for workers. 

As Jones wrote in the journal Jacobin after the 
election, "Hawkins and I are both socialists, but this 
campaign didn't emphasize the distinct contributions 
of socialism and socialist ideas. Instead it put forward, 
broadly speaking, an independent working-class 
agenda for reform." What Jones and Hawkins don't 
get is that there's no such thing as an independent 
working-class agenda unless it clearly identifies the 
enemy of working people — capitalism. 

What is wrong with the Democrats and Republicans 
is not fundamentally found in their platforms. The 
Democrats routinely ignore their progressive platform 
planks as soon as they are in office. The underlying 
problem is that both parties represent the interests of 
big business; The Republicans by arguing that what's 
good for multinational corporations is good for ev- 
eryone, and the Democrats by pretending to offer an 
alternative that is pro-labor, pro-environment, pro- 
women — fill in the blank — while actually delivering 
whatever big business wants. 


support NATO bombings. 

Hawkins' soft-peddling of socialism was manda- 
tory. To get with the Greens, you have to stick to 
their program, which is explicitly not anti-capitalist. 
This orientation showed in the Greens' attempt to 
unite with the Working Families Party (WFP), which 
identifies as pro-labor. But WFP rebuffed them because 
it primarily endorses Democrats. It claims to stick to 
pro-labor candidates, but made a mockery of that as- 
sertion by endorsing Cuomo! 

Both the Greens and WFP are reformists. They 
preach the gospel that capitalism can be reformed 
— against consistent evidence to the contrary. By run- 
ning as Greens, Hawkins and Jones failed to offer the 
only real solution to ruling class politics as usual. 

Bernie Sanders — not independent of the 
profit system. Socialist Alternative (SA) is pushing 
Bernie Sanders to run for President in 2016. Sanders is 
a long time senator from Vermont and an independent 
who identifies as a "democratic socialist." At a forum on 
climate change in New York City in September 2014, 


ment with capitalism means there is huge potential to 
capture the interest of working-class Americans with 
an out and proud socialist campaign. 

The way to build support for socialism at the polls 
is to create a clear socialist electoral alliance — where 
socialist parties and independents run candidates on 
a principled, anti-capitalist program. If groups like ISO 
and SA rose above their competitiveness to collaborate 
with other socialists, as the Freedom Socialist Party has 
advocated for years, a powerful coalition could be built 
that could get on the ballot and also mobilize people 
for protests, strikes and other drives. 

Such a coalition could explain that socialism is the 
only way to deliver shared abundance and solve the 
social problems that the super rich ignore. It could be 
the first step to creating a real party of the 99 percent 
that not only criticizes capitalism, but contends to 
replace it — that not only speaks truth to power, but 
prepares to take it. □ 

Contact the author at FSnews@mindspring.com. 
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Dec. 21 San Francisco . Joint meeting 
of Bay Area Radical Women and Freedom 
Socialist Party: Socialist Feminism in Action. 
Meeting at 1pm f home-cooked brunch at 
12:15pm. New Valencia Hall, 747 Polk St. • 
415-864-1278, baFSP@earthlink.net 


January NeW ^ 

Citv. Discussion Circles 

in Brooklyn and Man- 
hattan: Amid recession, 

reaction and rebellion: a 

to save. • 

ornycfsp@g" al,c . om 

for date, time and 

location. 


, Weiv Yeals EveP^' Rebel "ous 
Y Radical WomenT ^ P ° nsored 
Socialist Party. 8nl ? d Freed om 

50l8 R2ierl"7 Fre ^ay 
24S3 ' nPseatt/em£ e J- * *> 6 - 722 . 


Jan. 12 Los Angeles. 

Freedom Socialist Party 
meeting: The battle over 
Public housing. Meeting 
at 7pm, dinner at 6:30pm 
Solidarity Hall, 2122 W. 
Jefferson Blvd. • 323-732- 
6416, fspla@earthlink.net. 


Feb. 21 & 22 Melbourne. 

Weekend Summer School: 

A crash course in socialist 
feminism. Solidarity Salon, 580 
Sydney Rd., Brunswick • 03- 
9388-0062 or radicalwomen@ 
optusnet.com.au for more info. 


Socialist Feminism 
& the Revolutionary Parly 

A Radiant Program for New Generations 

An in-depth explanation of why Marxist feminism, embodied in 
a revolutionary party, is the contemporary answer to the crisis of 
capitalism. $5.00 

el feminismo socialista y el 
partido revolucionario 

un brillante programa para las 
nuevas generaciones 

Una explicacion a fondo de por que 
el feminismo marxista, integrado 
a un partido revolucionario, es la 
respuesta contemporanea a la crisis 
del capitalismo. $5.00 


www.RedLetterPress.org 




Order online today! 
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Editorial 

HL. ; .. 3 

Midterm elections — 
telling it like it is 

THE NOVEMBER 2014 midterm elections conveyed 
messages about the U.S. electorate that are far more im- 
portant than the pundits' focus on "Republican sweeps." 
The Grand Old Party may stride around trumpeting their 
supposed "mandate" as they take control of the U.S. Sen- 
ate and several governorships. But the highest percentage 
of eligible voters were the 63.7 percent who stayed home. 
Of the die-hards who cast ballots many were of a "throw 
the bums out" mindset. 

THERE WERE SOME KEY THEMES. For all the bil- 
lions of dollars the major parties spent, what they won 
was the lowest voter turnout in 72 years. Could that be 
because the difference between the twins is growing dim- 
mer in the minds of the people? After all, they both love 
war, cut food stamps and housing, slam public educa- 
tion, and trod at a snail's pace in tackling burning envi- 
ronmental issues, such as climate change. 

This election also showed that millions of people are 
being hurt by voter suppression laws, which especially 
target Black, Latino and immigrant voters. In Texas, for 
example, a federal judge recently estimated that a new 
Voter ID law disenfranchised 600,000 voters; this might 
explain why the lone star state had one of the worst elec- 
tion turnouts in the U.S. 

Another problem is that legions of voters have no 
choice because election laws and financing is rigged 
against third parties and independent candidates, espe- 
cially those that are anti-capitalist. 

STILL, THERE WAS PLENTY OF GOOD, if under- 
reported, news out there. Where there were important 
issues on the ballot, clear victories were won for progres- 
sive forces. The minimum wage was raised in Arkan- 
sas, South Dakota, and two other states. Fracking was 
banned in locales of Texas and California. Anti-abortion 
measures flopped in Colorado and North Dakota. In 
Alaska and Florida, voters protected the environment. In 


Freedom Socialist 


DECEMBER 2014-JANUARY 2015 



Book Review 


Explaining How Guns Made 
the Civil Rights Movement Possible 


by Bernadette Logue 

Every February on Martin Luther King Day, 
the media and the politicians take the stage to 
rewrite the history of the civil rights movement. 
They try to turn Martin Luther King, Jr. into a 
harmless saint. They repeat this litany: "Total 
devotion to the principles of pacifism ended race 
discrimination in our country. The end." 

It's all so simple, so sound-bite, so wrong. 
The truth is revealed in a fascinating new book, 
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was a tactical question. 

Cobb notes with irony that Black leaders were 
frequently asked by the media about how they 
intended to prevent potential violence from civil 
rights demonstrators. But police chiefs, mayors 
and governors of Southern states were never 
asked about KKK violence and what those elected 
officials intended to do to stop it. 

This was not just a Southern white bias. 
President John F. Kennedy and his Attorney 
General brother Robert, both Northern liberals, 


THERE WERE SOME KEY THEMES. For all the bil- 
lions of dollars the major parties spent, what they won 
was the lowest voter turnout in 72 years. Could that be 
because the difference between the twins is growing dim- 
mer in the minds of the people? After all, they both love 
war, cut food stamps and housing, slam public educa- 
tion, and trod at a snail's pace in tackling burning envi- 
ronmental issues, such as climate change. 

This election also showed that millions of people are 
being hurt by voter suppression laws, which especially 
target Black, Latino and immigrant voters. In Texas, for 
example, a federal judge recently estimated that a new 
Voter ID law disenfranchised 600,000 voters; this might 
explain why the lone star state had one of the worst elec- 
tion turnouts in the U.S. 

Another problem is that legions of voters have no 
choice because election laws and financing is rigged 
against third parties and independent candidates, espe- 
cially those that are anti-capitalist. 

STILL, THERE WAS PLENTY OF GOOD, if under- 
reported, news out there. Where there were important 
issues on the ballot, clear victories were won for progres- 
sive forces. The minimum wage was raised in Arkan- 
sas, South Dakota, and two other states. Fracking was 
banned in locales of Texas and California. Anti-abortion 
measures flopped in Colorado and North Dakota. In 
Alaska and Florida, voters protected the environment. In 
Illinois, they decided to tax millionaires for education 
funding, and to require insurance plans to cover contra- 
ception. These victories, amidst the gloom of a Republi- 
can takeover, are illuminating and encouraging. 

Mainstream news outlets focus on the drama that sells 
newspapers — casting the twin parties in the role of op- 
ponents who are at each other's throat. Their coverage 
concentrates on the "unfortunate hard feelings" between 
congressional and White House personalities, and the 
need for Congress to "just get along." 

But reading between the lines of the election results 
shows that the person in the street isn't buying this 
crap. What is wanted is real alternatives and democracy 
— something that U.S. capitalism is showing itself un- 
able to provide. □ 

Ferguson: power 
to the protesters! 

AS THE FS GOES TO PRESS, a grand jury has not 
yet returned its finding in the murder of Michael Brown 
by a policeman in Ferguson. That hasn't stopped Mis- 
souri Gov. Jay Nixon from declaring a state of emer- 
gency and calling in the National Guard, or the FBI from 
warning that the decision will "be exploited by some 
individuals to justify threats and attacks against law en- 



Book Review 


Explaining How Guns Made 
the Civil Rights Movement Possible 


by Bernadette Logue 

Every February on Martin Luther King Day, 
the media and the politicians take the stage to 
rewrite the history of the civil rights movement. 
They try to turn Martin Luther King, Jr. into a 
harmless saint. They repeat this litany: "Total 
devotion to the principles of pacifism ended race 
discrimination in our country. The end." 

It's all so simple, so sound-bite, so wrong. 
The truth is revealed in a fascinating new book, 
This Nonviolent Stuff'll Get You Killed: How 
Guns Made the Civil Rights Movement Pos- 
sible (Basic Books, 2014). 

Writer, teacher and former field secretary of 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com- 
mittee (SNCC) Charles E. Cobb, Jr. recounts the 
little-told and still-debated history of 
the role self-defense played in 
ending the racist Southern 
police state. Cobb not only 
interviews many of his for- 
mer SNCC colleagues but 
also sharecroppers, small 
farmers and working-class 
Black people. 

He gives full credit to these 
regular folks for keeping the 
SNCC workers alive. 

Against a brutal system. 

Cobb opens with a brief history 
of Blacks in America from colonial 
days through WWII. The experience 
of Black people, first during slavery 
and then under the United States' 
own Jim Crow apartheid system, is 
a tale of unbelievable violence by the 
white supremacist power structure. 

On the one hand, the knowledge that Blacks 
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was a tactical question. 

Cobb notes with irony that Black leaders were 
frequently asked by the media about how they 
intended to prevent potential violence from civil 
rights demonstrators. But police chiefs, mayors 
and governors of Southern states were never 
asked about KKK violence and what those elected 
officials intended to do to stop it. 

This was not just a Southern white bias. 
President John F. Kennedy and his Attorney 
General brother Robert, both Northern liberals, 
refused repeated pleas from civil rights workers 
for federal protection. 

But protection did come, though unofficially, 
from the very people the young idealists were 
there to liberate. Cobb writes "People in black 
communities were willing to do what was 
necessary to protect fellow blacks who 
were risking their lives by . . . actively chal- 
lenging the status quo; the willingness 
of some to take armed defensive action 
enabled the civil rights movement to 
sustain itself." 

Cobb introduces the reader to 
heroes like C.O. Chinn, Hartman 
Turnbow, Annie "Mama Dolly" 
Raines and Brenda Travis. 
They and others opened their 
homes to SNCC youth and 
sat up at nights watching 
over them, gun in hand. 
They had great courage 
and even greater self- 
discipline, knowing the 
razor's edge on which they 
walked as self-designated security 
forces outside church meetings and lead- 
ers' homes. 

SNCC field secretary Charles Sherrod re- 
called: 
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ception. These victories, amidst the gloom of a Republi- 
can takeover, are illuminating and encouraging. 

Mainstream news outlets focus on the drama that sells 
newspapers — casting the twin parties in the role of op- 
ponents who are at each other's throat. Their coverage 
concentrates on the "unfortunate hard feelings" between 
congressional and White House personalities, and the 
need for Congress to "just get along." 

But reading between the lines of the election results 
shows that the person in the street isn't buying this 
crap. What is wanted is real alternatives and democracy 
— something that U.S. capitalism is showing itself un- 
able to provide. □ 

Ferguson: power 
to the protesters! 

AS THE FS GOES TO PRESS, a grand jury has not 
yet returned its finding in the murder of Michael Brown 
by a policeman in Ferguson. That hasn't stopped Mis- 
souri Gov. Jay Nixon from declaring a state of emer- 
gency and calling in the National Guard, or the FBI from 
warning that the decision will "be exploited by some 
individuals to justify threats and attacks against law en- 
forcement and critical infrastructure." 

SO IT'S THE COMMUNITY organizers, leftists and 
youth who are the dangerous ones, not killer cops? And 
Nixon thinks Ferguson's increasingly militarized police 
force isn't enough firepower to match unarmed protest- 
ers. Bull! As one Black minister queried, whose commu- 
nity are they protecting anyway? 

MANY PREDICT there will be no indictment on 
Brown's murder, so people are organizing protests. This is 
not a crime — but it's treated as one. Around the globe, 
from tear-gassed Ferguson activists to massacred Mexican 
students, heavily armed police forces are used to quash 
dissent. In these times, where billionaires and beggars 
live cheek-to-jowl, state-sanctioned violence helps the 
ruling elite keep the populace in line. 

Whether you call them police or federates, they all 
work for the same capitalist system that breeds poverty, 
racism, environmental destruction, and war across the 
planet. Power to the protesters who are refusing to back 
down. Justice for Michael Brown and all the victims of 
state-sponsored violence! □ 
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sible (Basic Books, 2014). 

Writer, teacher and former field secretary of 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com- 
mittee (SNCC) Charles E. Cobb, Jr. recounts the 
little-told and still-debated history of 
the role self-defense played in 
ending the racist Southern 
police state. Cobb not only 
interviews many of his for- 
mer SNCC colleagues but 
also sharecroppers, small 
farmers and working-class 
Black people. 

He gives full credit to these 
regular folks for keeping the 
SNCC workers alive. 

Against a brutal system. 

Cobb opens with a brief history 
of Blacks in America from colonial 
days through WWII. The experience 
of Black people, first during slavery 
and then under the United States' 
own Jim Crow apartheid system, is 
a tale of unbelievable violence by the 
white supremacist power structure. 

On the one hand, the knowledge that Blacks 
were armed could keep the Ku Klux Klan at bay. 
But if the power structure felt threatened it could 
and would come down on Black communities 
with overwhelming force. Cobb details several 
horrible incidents such as an 1873 massacre in 
Colfax, La. 

The author rightly points out, "Guns and 
violence are uniquely romanticized in the 
United States, and they play a leading role in 
our national creation myth." The archetype is 
the lone cowboy in the white hat, fighting evil 
alone, man to man. 

But for Southern Blacks in the 1950s and '60s, 
guns were not romantic symbols but practical 
tools, like hammers or screwdrivers. Country 
folk were skillful in using rifles for hunting to 
feed their families, and also for self-defense and 
community protection. By making it known they 
had guns at the ready and, in extreme cases, 
shooting over the heads of marauding Klansmen, 
many lives were saved. 

Some civil rights workers were true pacifists 
but most learned through their interactions with 
grass-roots Black Southerners that nonviolence 


But protection did come, though unofficially, 
from the very people the young idealists were 
there to liberate. Cobb writes "People in black 
communities were willing to do what was 
necessary to protect fellow blacks who 
were risking their lives by ... actively chal- 
lenging the status quo; the willingness 
of some to take armed defensive action 
enabled the civil rights movement to 
sustain itself." 

Cobb introduces the reader to 
heroes like C.O. Chinn, Hartman 
Turnbow, Annie "Mama Dolly" 
Raines and Brenda Travis. 
They and others opened their 
homes to SNCC youth and 
sat up at nights watching 
over them, gun in hand. 
They had great courage 
and even greater self- 
discipline, knowing the 
razor's edge on which they 
walked as self-designated security 
forces outside church meetings and lead- 
ers' homes. 

SNCC field secretary Charles Sherrod re- 
called: 

" [Mama Dolly] had this big shotgun. I tried to 
talk her out of guarding me but she said, 'Baby, I 
brought a lot of these white folks into this world, 
and I'll take 'em out of this world if I have to.' 
... She would sit in my bedroom window, leg 
propped up with that big ol' gun." 

Vital questions. Cobb does not take a stand on 
whether violence or nonviolence is the answer. 
Instead, he shows the complexities, layers and 
forms that resistance takes on — and makes it 
clear there's never one easy answer. 

The book comes at a time when activists are 
grappling with deadly police and vigilante attacks 
on young, unarmed Black men and women. To 
figure out what form resistance should take, 
we must look honestly at the hidden history of 
movements for liberation, especially the Black 
movement. We've got a world to win and lives 
to save. □ 

Bernadette Logue, a strong proponent of 
the right to self-defense, can be reached at 
FSnews@mindspring.com. 
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UNITED FRONT 


Needed today 

The political resolution of 
the FSP ["A world to win, a 
planet to save," Vol. 35, No. .5] 
references the need for "united 
front" action, as well it should. 
No one socialist party in this 
nation today can hope to take 
on and defeat the capitalist rul- 
ing elite on any national issue 
of critical importance, despite 
the openings capitalism's cur- 
rent crisis provides. But if all 
of the various socialist parties 
and formations would hold 
periodic planning conferences, 
open to all, and at those confer- 
ences select for the year ahead 
one or two important nation- 
wide reforms to fight for in 
a united front, such as single 
payer health care for all, or a 
rise in the national minimum 
wage, or an end to the latest 
U.S. imperialist war, etc., s* 
some truly significant pre- 
socialist reforms might be 
winnable. 

At these national 
conferences, all would 
be invited to join in 
mapping out a cam- 
paign for one or two 
of the national issues 
around which all social- 
ist parties can find quick 
and easy agreement. Then 
a campaign that unites 
masses of people in the 
streets, including liberals 
and progressives working 
on the same issue, would 


Frie Betto, a Brazilian writer, 
activist and Dominican Friar, 
wrote: "The head thinks from 
where the feet tread." In the 
book, Ms. Anna tells from 
her heart the journey she has 
made. 

Like any good reviewer, Hod- 
dersen tells us what the author 
has written. But she does more 
— she challenges the reader to 
do something. In the last para- 
graph, she writes: "Helen Col- 
lier has written a brave novel. 
It tackles the tangled heart of 
Black-white sisterhood. If her 
readers have half her courage 
we will see the opening of a 
national conversation on the is- 
sues she valiantly addresses." 

I hope that I have the cour- 
age to open that much needed 
conversation. 

Roger Yockey 
Lynnwood, Wash. 


"Manifest Destiny" and cor- 
porate "lordship" over Central 
American economies and 
elected officials — Victor Hugo 
Orellana's article concludes that 
the "hunger for safety" and 
"love of their families" is "a 
power stronger than U.S. Impe- 
rialism!" What a statement. 

Sadly, when the right-wing 
and mainstream media stops 
hating and/or bashing these 
young immigrants, the plight of 
these youths gets less attention. 
And thus Hugo's piece gives 
readers more food for thought, 
and, hopefully, reason to get 
more active! 

Moises Montoya 
San Francisco 


LYVETTE CRESPO 



Victim not killer 

Lyvette Crespo shot and 
killed her husband, Dan- 
iel Crespo, Mayor of Bell 
Gardens, Calif., on Octo- 
ber 21, to stop him from 
punching their son. The 
son called 911 and said it 
was not his mother's fault; 
she shot in self-defense. 
They were questioned by 
authorities and released. 

Three weeks later Dan- 
iel's brother, William 
Crespo, filed a $50 mil- 
lion wrongful death suit 
against Lyvette, describing 
her as a "cold blooded 
killer" who never reported 
abuse. 
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Soapbox 
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20 good things in 2014 

by Dennis Sanders 

THE WORLD SUCKS. It seems a dark and dangerous 
place. The stream of news about the evil doings by imperial- 
ists, opportunist politicians, and thugs appears to prove the 
point. Even Noam Chomsky recently wrote 
"human civilization ... may now be ap- 
proaching its inglorious end." 

Sounds like we should all just 
check out and give up. We can't 
really change any of this, right? 

Hell yeah, we can! Good things 
are happening all around us. This 
year many stood up to the rich and 
powerful and said, Enough! 

Below are 20 examples, courtesy of 
fearless and militant rebels around the globe. I hope it in- 
spires you to pump your fist in the air and continue the fight! 

LET'S TAKE A TOUR around the Americas: 

1. The community of Ferguson, Mo., pushes back hard 
against institutional racism and police abuse, in light of 
the August cop slaying of Michael Brown. 

2. Students and workers throughout Mexico are up in arms 
over the massacre of 46 student teachers, orchestrated 
by police and drug gangs in the state of Guerrero. 

3. The fight for a $15 minimum wage goes national and 
viral, spreading to other countries. 

4. Kshama Sawant of Socialist Alternative took her seat on 
Seattle's City Council in January, expanding the discus- 
sion on radical ideas and solutions. 

5. The Moral Mondays movement spreads across the U.S. 
South, developing into a multi-issue, multi-racial force 
against rollbacks in civil rights and social services. 

6. In October, Philadelphia high school students walked 
out from their classes because "every single teacher in 
the district" has been threatened with slashed benefits. 

7. Indigenous women lead protests over the proposed 
Keystone XL oil pipelines. They have so far stymied the 
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and formations would hold 
periodic planning conferences, 
open to all, and at those confer- 
ences select for the year ahead 
one or two important nation- 
wide reforms to fight for in 
a united front, such as single 
payer health care for all, or a 
rise in the national minimum 
wage, or an end to the latest 
U.S. imperialist war, etc., 
some truly significant pre- 
socialist reforms might be 
winnable. 

At these national 
conferences, all would 
be invited to join in 
mapping out a cam- 
paign for one or two 
of the national issues 
around which all social- 
ist parties can find quick 
and easy agreement. Then 
a campaign that unites 
masses of people in the 
streets, including liberals 
and progressives working 
on the same issue, would 
have the potential to force 
the ruling class to adopt 
the demanded reform(s). 

This, in turn, would gain 
great respect and more 
adherents for the vari- 
ous socialist parties that 
planned the actions, and 
set the stage for future 
united front actions. Is the 
FSP willing to take the lead 
in bringing about this plan 
for broad-based socialist 
"united front" action? 

Jim Lafferty, LA Director, 
National Lawyers Guild, 
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readers have half her courage 
we will see the opening of a 
national conversation on the is- 
sues she valiantly addresses." 

I hope that I have the cour- 
age to open that much needed 
conversation. 

Roger Yockey 
Lynnwood, Wash. 



FS subscription 
sales fly high ! 

During thesix-weeksubscription drive, 
590 people and groups took advantage 
of the Freedom Socialist's special offers 
and purchased, on average, a two- 
year sub. We appreciate the support! 

And welcome aboard to our 257 new 
subscribers. We look forward to your 
comments in the letters page! 


IMMIGRATION 


Los Angeles Reason to get active 
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and, hopefully, reason to get 
more active! 

Moises Montoya 
San Francisco 

LYVETTE CRE SPO 

Victim not killer 

Lyvette Crespo shot and 
killed her husband, Dan- 
iel Crespo, Mayor of Bell 
Gardens, Calif., on Octo- 
ber 21, to stop him from 
punching their son. The 
son called 911 and said it 
was not his mother's fault; 
she shot in self-defense. 
They were questioned by 
authorities and released. 

Three weeks later Dan- 
iel's brother, William 
Crespo, filed a $50 mil- 
lion wrongful death suit 
against Lyvette, describing 
her as a "cold blooded 
killer" who never reported 
abuse. 

Lyvette Crespo, an at- 
torney, said she endured 
decades of abuse at the 
hands of her husband. 

As long as women are 
seen as property of the 
state, and of men, they 
will face gender violence. 
Many women have no 
choice but to kill or wound 
their violator, since patri- 
archy deems us as private 
property. The wrong- 

ful death suit against 

Lyvette Crespo needs to 
be dismissed. 

Yolanda Alaniz 
Los Angeles 


BOOK RE VIE W 

Open dialogue on race 

Guerry Hoddersen's review 
of Helen Collier's book, Ms. 
Anna and the Tears from the 
Healing Tree [Vol. 35, No. 4], is 
one of the reasons I subscribe to 
and read the Freedom Socialist! 


Thankyou, gracias, foragreat 
column regarding the arduous 
and dangerous migration of 
Latino children to "El Norte" 
["What drives Latino children 
to El Norte?" Vol. 35, No. 5]. 

Among other things — such 
as facts, political context, and 
historical background on U.S. 


The FS welcomes your feed- 
back and opinions. Letters may 
be edited for length. Please write 
to 5018 Rainier Avenue South, Se- 
attle, WA 9811 8, or email FSnews@ 
mindspring.com. 

And visit our website at 
www.socialism.com. 


powerful and said, Enough! yJT*®- 

Below are 20 examples, courtesy of 
fearless and militant rebels around the globe. I hope it in- 
spires you to pump your fist in the air and continue the fight! 


LET'S TAKE A TOUR around the Americas: 


1 . The community of Ferguson, Mo., pushes back hard 
against institutional racism and police abuse, in light of 
the August cop slaying of Michael Brown. 

2. Students and workers throughout Mexico are up in arms 
over the massacre of 46 student teachers, orchestrated 
by police and drug gangs in the state of Guerrero. 


3. The fight for a $15 minimum wage goes national and 
viral, spreading to other countries. 


4. Kshama Sawant of Socialist Alternative took her seat on 
Seattle's City Council in January, expanding the discus- 
sion on radical ideas and solutions. 

5. The Moral Mondays movement spreads across the U.S. 
South, developing into a multi-issue, multi-racial force 
against rollbacks in civil rights and social services. 

6. In October, Philadelphia high school students walked 
out from their classes because "every single teacher in 
the district" has been threatened with slashed benefits. 

7. Indigenous women lead protests over the proposed 
Keystone XL oil pipelines. They have so far stymied the 
project's approval by the Obama administration. 

8. In July, farmers in El Salvador united to block a stipula- 
tion in a U.S. aid package that would require the pur- 
chase of Monsanto genetically modified seeds. 

9. Victor Toro, a former political prisoner of the Pinochet 
regime in Chile, won a seven-year court battle against 
deportation and in October got his green card. 

10. Lynne Stewart, radical attorney imprisoned since 2005 
for her defense of the oppressed, arrived home on New 
Year's Day after public pressure helped win her release. 


AND MOVING ACROSS the globe: 

11. Women in Spain defeated the ultraright's attempt to re- 
verse the 2010 law that legalized abortion on demand. 

12. Young homeless moms in London occupy abandoned 
flats and turn them into free housing for the needy after 
budget cuts force evictions from public housing. 

13. In August, a united front organized in Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia reduced the right-wing World Congress of Families 
(WCF) gathering from thousands to a mere coffee klatch 
of the most hard core. 


14. The University and College Union, representing profes- 
sors in 69 universities throughout England, strike in No- 
vember to protest rollbacks in pensions. 


15. 


The National Union of Metal Workers of South Africa 
(NUMSA) announced its break with the ANC, and plans 
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During the six-weeksubscription drive, 
590 people and groups took advantage 
of the Freedom Socialist's special offers 
and purchased, on average, a two- 
year sub. We appreciate the support! 

And welcome aboard to our 257 new 
subscribers. We look forward to your 
comments in the letters page! 
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the ruling class to adopt 
the demanded reform(s). 

This, in turn, would gain 
great respect and more 
adherents for the vari- 
ous socialist parties that 
planned the actions, and 
set the stage for future 
united front actions. Is the 
FSP willing to take the lead 
in bringing about this plan 
for broad-based socialist 
"united front" action? 

Jim Lafferty, LA Director, 
National Lawyers Guild, 
Los Angeles 
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Open dialogue on race 

Guerry Hoddersen's review 
of Helen Collier's book, Ms. 
Anna and the Tears from the 
Healing Tree [Vol. 35, No. 4], is 
one of the reasons I subscribe to 
and read the Freedom Socialist! 


IMMIG RATION 

Reason to get active 

Thank you, gracias, for a great 
column regarding the arduous 
and dangerous migration of 
Latino children to "El Norte" 
["What drives Latino children 
to El Norte?" Vol. 35, No. 5]. 

Among other things — such 
as facts, political context, and 
historical background on U.S. 
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decades of abuse at the 
hands of her husband. 

As long as women are 
seen as property of the 
state, and of men, they 
will face gender violence. 
Many women have no 
choice but to kill or wound 
their violator, since patri- 
archy deems us as private 
property. The wrong- 
ful death suit against 
Lyvette Crespo needs to 
be dismissed. 

Yolanda Alaniz 
Los Angeles 
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back and opinions. Letters may 
be edited for length. Please write 
to 5018 Rainier Avenue South, Se- 
attle, WA 9811 8, or email FSnews@ 
mindspring.com. 

And visit our website at 
www.sodalism.com . 


Len Stephan, 1936-2014 

A music and math aficionado, lover of could play piano, guitar, banjo, saxophone 


nature and computers, and committed en- 
vironmentalist, Len Stephan passed away in 
September, a few weeks shy of his 78th birth- 
day, after a valiant battle with cancer. 

Born in Regina, Canada on October 12, 
1936 to socialist parents, he moved to Van- 
couver, B.C. "as a tot" as his daughter Gita 
likes to say. He came to Seattle for graduate 
school and stayed, making the Pacific North- 
west his home. 

Len was a Design Engineer at Boeing for over 
30 years. When he met and joined the FSP, he 
brought a cool wit and meticulous manner to 
everything from discussing the burning issues 
of the day to creating and staffing literature 
tables at events. After retiring, he focussed 
on doing the things he loved most, playing 
music in local bands and symphonies — he 


and trombone — hiking, sailing, and political 
involvement. 

Eventually Len left the party over the 
question of which way forward, reform or 
revolution, in the fight to save the planet 
from capitalist destruction. Nonetheless, he 
was always a friend and continued to give 
unstintingly of his time and computer exper- 
tise. Guerry Hoddersen, who worked closely 
with him, called Len "a driving force who 
was integral to setting up the socialism.com 
webpage." 

One of his last efforts was to leave Radical 
Women and FSP generous bequests to carry 
on the work of creating a safe, sane world. 
He was passionate about the environmental 
crisis and would be happy, we think, to see 
the surging ecosocialist movement. □ 


8. In July, farmers in El Salvador united to block a stipula- 
tion in a U.S. aid package that would require the pur- 
chase of Monsanto genetically modified seeds. 

9. Victor Toro, a former political prisoner of the Pinochet 
regime in Chile, won a seven-year court battle against 
deportation and in October got his green card. 

10. Lynne Stewart, radical attorney imprisoned since 2005 
for her defense of the oppressed, arrived home on New 
Year's Day after public pressure helped win her release. 

AND MOVING ACROSS the globe: 

11. Women in Spain defeated the ultraright's attempt to re- 
verse the 2010 law that legalized abortion on demand. 

12. Young homeless moms in London occupy abandoned 
flats and turn them into free housing for the needy after 
budget cuts force evictions from public housing. 

13. In August, a united front organized in Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia reduced the right-wing World Congress of Families 
(WCF) gathering from thousands to a mere coffee klatch 
of the most hard core. 

14. The University and College Union, representing profes- 
sors in 69 universities throughout England, strike in No- 
vember to protest rollbacks in pensions. 

15. The National Union of Metal Workers of South Africa 
(NUMSA) announced its break with the ANC, and plans 
to work toward a socialist united front. 

16. Forces of the leftist YPG (Peoples Defense Units) in Syria, 
many of whom are women, have engaged in fierce and 
effective combat against the right-wing ISIS. 

17. The Boycott, Divestiture and Sanctions (BDS) campaign 
against the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories 
continues to gain momentum, logging several victories. 

18. In May, the "Bentley Blockade" in Australia forced the 
Minister for Resources and Energy to suspend Metgasco's 
exploration license for the Rosella natural gas reserve. 

19. Protests against the Trans Pacific Partnership trade agree- 
ment have grown across the Asia Pacific region, despite 
information blackouts by participating governments. 

20. Millions of people turned out in thousands of cities 
around the world for the September 21 climate change 
marches and events. 

SO LET THE pundits and cynics preach their doom and 

gloom. The rest of us will be out creating the world we need 

and deserve! □ 


Contact the author at FSnews@mindspring.com. 


Major victory for tenacious Navajo Nation 



The Navajo Indian Reservation 
extends over 27,000 square 
miles. Shown here, a Navajo girl 
looks over the rock formations 
of Monument Valley. 


by Gloria Romero 


The Navajo Nation, the largest and most populous 
in the country, recently won $554 million from the 
U.S., the largest ever to a single Native American 
tribe. This will settle an eight-year lawsuit over the 
government's gross mismanagement 
of Indian lands and resources for 
several decades. 

When the government started 
stealing Indian territory in the 19th 
century, it thought Native Americans were being 
shoved onto dry and useless land. It turns out the 
Navajo Nation sits on earth that is rich in resources, as 
do other Indian nations 


a judicial system, waste management, law enforce- 
ment. But over the years many of the tribes have had 
little funds to take care of these basic societal tasks, 
because of profiteering companies and the inexcusable 
mismanagement by the U.S. government. 


Voices 

of 

\_olor 


Life on the rez. Many Indians living on the Na- 
vajo reservation have long gone 
without electricity or running 
water because there are no public 
pipelines or power lines. Water is 
scarce because the mighty Colo- 
rado was dammed up to provide 
water and hydroelectricity to 


doctor, buy groceries, or get help for abused women 
and children. The current Navajo unemployment rate is 
48.5 percent, and average household income is $8,240 
— well below the federal poverty guidelines. 

The U.S. government, with its "hold in trust" power, 
has played a heavy hand in creating these harsh condi- 
tions. For several decades, federal authorities have al- 
lowed other Indian lands 


But Native Americans 
have little say-so on how 
the coal, gas or even 
their own water is used. 
Instead, 14 million acres 
of Navajo land is "held 
in trust" by the United 
States, which in turn 
leases it out for mining, 
agricultural, energy and 
other businesses, all of 
which live and breathe 
for profit. 

The lawsuit charges 
that the U. S. failed to 
negotiate fair compen- 
sation for companies' 
extractions of natural 
resources on Navajo land; 
failed to make sure the 
companies paid what 
they agreed to; and failed 
to intelligently invest 
funds. In short, when it 


Utah 


Colorado 


New Mexico 


Arizona 


NAVAJO NATION 


to be exploited by min- 
ing corporations that 
get obscenely rich off of 
precious resources that 
don't belong to them. 
Native Americans still 
endure an impoverished 
standard of living with 
high unemployment 
and record suicide rates 
among the youth who 
see no future ahead. The 
feds have been forced 
to pay out more than $2.6 million 
to settle similar lawsuits with other 


sovereign nations. 


comes to managing Indian lands and resources, the 
U.S. government is negligent in the extreme. You 
might say, downright tintrustworthy. 

Tribal governments have broad social service respon- 
sibilities: building adequate roads and maintaining 


other cities throughout the southwest such as Los 
Angeles, Phoenix, and Las Vegas. 

These third- world conditions make life hard on the 
reservations. Lack of access means hauling water for 
drinking, bathing, or cooking or getting ice for refrig- 


Major win for all Native 
Americans. The Navajo's huge 
settlement is a major victory for all 
the tribes. Though it does not give 
them total autonomy over land us- 
age, it does help wrench more lands 
out of the government's "in-trust" 
pockets, and puts the U. S. on notice 
| that no longer will mismanagement 
and theft of Native lands go unchal- 
| lenged. How about making the com- 
| panies pay back the government's 
tax-payer money — all $554 million 
of it, to be used for necessities like 
food stamps, Medicaid, Medicare, childcare, etc.? 

The Navajo are holding public hearings on how 
the settlement money should be used. Some of the 
suggestions include improving roads, education, 
and housing. Other ideas focus on addressing social 
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The Navajo Indian Reservation 
extends over 27,000 square 
miles. Shown here, a Navajo girl 
looks over the rock formations 
of Monument Valley. 


have little say-so on how 
the coal, gas or even 
their own water is used. 

Instead, 14 million acres 
of Navajo land is "held 
in trust" by the United 
States, which in turn 
leases it out for mining, 
agricultural, energy and 
other businesses, all of 
which live and breathe 
for profit. 

The lawsuit charges 
that the U. S. failed to 
negotiate fair compen- 
sation for companies' 
extractions of natural 
resources on Nava j o land; 
failed to make sure the 
companies paid what 
they agreed to; and failed 
to intelligently invest 
funds. In short, when it 
comes to managing Indian lands and resources, the 
U.S. government is negligent in the extreme. You 
might say, downright untrustworthy. 

Tribal governments have broad social service respon- 
sibilities: building adequate roads and maintaining 
public buildings; providing public services including 
decent schools, water and electricity, public transit, 


other cities throughout the southwest such as Los 
Angeles, Phoenix, and Las Vegas. 

These third- world conditions make life hard on the 
reservations. Lack of access means hauling water for 
drinking, bathing, or cooking or getting ice for refrig- 
eration. Homes are often far away from each other, and 
scarce public transit makes it very difficult to go to a 


high unemployment 
and record suicide rates 
among the youth who 
see no future ahead. The 
feds have been forced 
to pay out more than $2.6 million 
to settle similar lawsuits with other 
sovereign nations. 


Major win for all Native 
Americans. The Navajo's huge 
settlement is a major victory for all 
the tribes. Though it does not give 
them total autonomy over land us- 
age, it does help wrench more lands 
out of the government's "in-trust" 
^ pockets, and puts the U. S. on notice 
| that no longer will mismanagement 
*|and theft of Native lands go unchai- 
ns lenged. How about making the com- 
i panies pay back the government's 
^ tax-payer money — all $554 million 
of it, to be used for necessities like 
food stamps, Medicaid, Medicare, childcare, etc.? 

The Navajo are holding public hearings on how 
the settlement money should be used. Some of the 
suggestions include improving roads, education, 
and housing. Other ideas focus on addressing social 
problems, highlighting the urgent need to fund youth 

to page 3 



The war on redmma g security 

How bosses and bankers are cracking your nest egg 


by Lois Danks 

One year ago last November, in 
Washington State, the Boeing Co. told 
30,000 members of the International 
Association of Machinists: Stick 'em up! 
Your pensions or your jobs! 

CEO's threatened to move new work 
out of state unless IAM members gave 
up their defined benefit pensions in ex- 
change for a 401(k). After a fierce battle 
to stop this attack, members swallowed 
the deal under extreme pressure from 
Democratic Governor Jay Inslee, other 
Democratic and Republican Party politi- 
cians, news media and the IAM Interna- 
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to demand Stockton wring even more 
from public workers. This case gives a 
green light for other financially strapped 
governments to slash pensions. 

What is behind this attack? Wall 
Street, bosses, and their political hench- 
men in both major parties want to get 
their claws on a huge pot of money they 
don't yet control — retirement funds. 

First and foremost, this is a greedy 
money grab. Secondarily, it's another 
front in Corporate America's overall war 
on organized labor. With private sector 
unions massively weakened, public 
employee unions are now the target. 
And what better way to make them less 
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considered a supplement to pensions. 
And for a while, especially during mar- 
ket upswings, it was great. That is, until 
big business began replacing pensions 
entirely with 401 (k)s, placing the risk of 
the stock market on workers. 

In these schemes, the worker sets an 
amount to be deferred from their pay- 
check and chooses investment options. 
The checks received upon retirement 
vary depending on the Dow Jones and 
guessing ability of the worker. 

Such "defined contribution" plans are 
sold on the false promise that you get 
higher returns by controlling your own 


pension funds. Good luck! A study by 
Millman Inc. shows that over a 30-year 
period traditional pensions have a 25 
percent greater return than 401 (k)s! 

Divide and conquer. Between 1990 
and 2010, the number of private sector 
employees in traditional pension plans 
fell by nearly half, from 35 to 18 percent. 
With most private workers' nest eggs 
cracked open, the pensions of govern- 
ment workers are now in jeopardy. Right- 
wing pundits claim that public pensions 
are "given" to spoiled "big government" 

to page 4 



decent schools, water and electricity, public transit, scarce public transit makes it very difficult to go to a 
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The war on retirement security 

How bosses and bankers are cracking your nest egg 


by Lois Danks 

One year ago last November, in 
Washington State, the Boeing Co. told 
30,000 members of the International 
Association of Machinists: Stick 'em up! 
Your pensions or your jobs! 

CEO's threatened to move new work 
out of state unless IAM members gave 
up their defined benefit pensions in ex- 
change for a 401(k). After a fierce battle 
to stop this attack, members swallowed 
the deal under extreme pressure from 
Democratic Governor Jay Inslee, other 
Democratic and Republican Party politi- 
cians, news media and the IAM Interna- 
tional leadership. The vote was close, at 
5 1 percent, taken during a holiday break 
when many veteran IAMers were away. 
In this same state in 201 1 , the legislature 
eliminated the annual pension Cost-of- 
Living Adjustment (COLA) for 52,600 
retired government workers. 

In July, Detroit's public workers 
and retirees were forced to take a 4.5 
percent pension cut and permanent 
loss of COLA, as part of the plan to dig 
Detroit out of debt. But locals of the 
American Federation of State County 
and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) 
and retiree groups are calling the deal 
"Grand Theft Pension" and vow to fight 
it every step of the way. 

This fall, in Stockton, Calif., a U.S. 
bankruptcy court judge ruled that bank- 
ruptcy law trumps legal protections for 
pensions. The city developed a plan to 
save pensions that included dumping 
retiree health benefits, but Franklin 
Templeton Investments is appealing 


pension funds. Good luck! A study by 
Millman Inc. shows that over a 30-year 
period traditional pensions have a 25 
percent greater return than 401 (k)s! 

Divide and conquer. Between 1990 
and 2010, the number of private sector 
employees in traditional pension plans 
fell by nearly half, from 35 to 18 percent. 
With most private workers' nest eggs 
cracked open, the pensions of govern- 
ment workers are now in jeopardy. Right- 
wing pundits claim that public pensions 
are "given" to spoiled "big government" 
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to demand Stockton wring even more 
from public workers. This case gives a 
green light for other financially strapped 
governments to slash pensions. 

What is behind this attack? Wall 
Street, bosses, and their political hench- 
men in both major parties want to get 
their claws on a huge pot of money they 
don't yet control — retirement funds. 

First and foremost, this is a greedy 
money grab. Secondarily, it's another 
front in Corporate America's overall war 
on organized labor. With private sector 
unions massively weakened, public 
employee unions are now the target. 
And what better way to make them less 
attractive to potential members than 
to destroy a huge benefit, 
pensions, won through mass 
strikes in the 1930s and '40s. 

Your new pay cut — 
the 401(k). For decades 
retirement was made possible 
through a defined benefit plan. 

This is the traditional pen- 
sion, where workers and employers pay 
into an account, and upon retirement 
the worker gets a guaranteed monthly 
income based on past pay and years of 
work. Pension accounts are invested in 
large pools by experts over long time 
periods to keep funds growing at good 
interest rates. Pensions are neither 
employer gifts or taken from current 
workers. They are deferred wages. 

The 401(k) originated in 1978 as a 
section of the Tax Revenue Act. Under 
this law, workers could set aside pre-tax 
income for retirement. The 401(k) was 


considered a supplement to pensions. 
And for a while, especially during mar- 
ket upswings, it was great. That is, until 
big business began replacing pensions 
entirely with 401 (k)s, placing the risk of 
the stock market on workers. 

In these schemes, the worker sets an 
amount to be deferred from their pay- 
check and chooses investment options. 
The checks received upon retirement 
vary depending on the Dow Jones and 
guessing ability of the worker. 

Such "defined contribution" plans are 
sold on the false promise that you get 
higher returns by controlling your own 


Detroit, July 2013 — Militant 
city workers outside the U.S. 
District Courthouse protest 
cuts to pensions and other 
benefits following the city's 
declaration of bankruptcy. 



